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BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR OF CHARLES SMITH, M. D. 
By F. Raxpotpn Surra, M. D. 


Doctor Charles Smith, whose death was announced to 
the Society at their annual meeting in May last, who for a 
long time filled a conspicuous place among his medical as- 
sociates in New Jersey, was born December 4th, A. D. 1767, 
in the vicinity of Princeton, N. J, His parentage was highly 
respectable, tracing back their descent, in direct line, from 
the Paritans of Massachusetts, to the seventh generation. 
And the Doctor, in his Will, bequeaths to his nephew Chas. 
G. Smith, of Pittsburgh, his “Ivory headed eane which was 
brought by his ancestor from England more than two hun- 
dred years ago.”’ 

He was educated at Princeton, and took his first degree in 
the College of New Jersey, in the Class of 1786. Shortly 
afterwards he commenced teaching a Classical School in the 
Academy at Trenton, from whence he removed to New 
Brunswick to take charge of the Grammar School attached 
to Queens College. Here he distinguished himself asa suc- 
cessful teacher; and while thus employed, he devoted his 
leisure time to the study of medicine, under the instraction 
of the late Dr. Moses Scott. He-was licensed as a Physician, 
and Surgeon by James Kinsey and Isaac Smith, Esqrs., two 
of the Justices of the Supreme Court, upon the certificate of 
Drs. John Beatty and James Stratton, after an examination 
held May ist, 1792. His first intention, after obtaining his 
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license, as the writer has heard him say, was to go South, 
and commence practice in South Carolina. And he had 
actually taken passage in a ship from Philadelphia for Charles- 
ton ; but the ship leaving him, after an unsuccessful chase 
down the Delaware, he returned to New Brunswick, and 
was received into a partnership by his preceptor, whose 
daughter he married in the autumn of the same year. On 
the sixth of October, 1792, he was honored with a Diploma 
from Queens College, conferring the Degree of “ Bachelor of 
Medicine,” signed by Wm. Linn, President pro tem., Wm. 
Paterson, Robert Morris, Frederick Frelinghuysen, and 
others, Trustees. 

From that time, with a single exception, he devoted him- 
self exclusively to the practice of his profession in New 
Brunswick, steadily refusing all efforts to draw him aside 
from his pursuit, by the allurements of public life or the 
emoluments of office, beyond the limits of his own city. Even 
the exception alluded to above, was professional, connected 
as it was, with the insurrection in Western Pennsylvania in 
1794. On that occasion he accompanied Gov. Howell, of 
New Jersey, and suite, to Pittsburgh, as “Surgeon of the 
Cavalry of New Jersey,” which Commission he retained till 
his death. 

In practice he soon rose to eminence in his own State, and 
though not extensively known beyond her limits, he enjoyed 
in a high degree the confidence of the public and of his pro- 
fessional brethren throughout the State, as the records of 
your Society will abundantly show. Endowed by nature 
with mental powers of a superior order, tempered with great 
good sense, and well versed in language, both ancient and 
modern, and in the exact sciences, he made high attainments 
in the professional knowledge of his day ; and though pro- 
hibited, in middle life by a laborious practice, and afterwards 
by bodily infirmity, from keeping pace with the progress of 
Medical Science, his good sense, discriminating mind, and 
great experience in practice, more than compensated for any 
deficiency ou that account, and brought his patients and pro- 
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fessional brethren around him for advice, even till a late 
period of life, though but a wreck of what he had been. 

As a writer, Dr. Smith was little known. His communi- 
cations to the public were always made anonymously, and 
published in the periodicals, to which he was an occasional 
contributor in early life. He was fond of literature, and by 
extensive reading amassed a fund of anecdote, which a re- 
tentive memory enabled him to use for the gratification of 
his friends, and which added to his social pawien, made him 
a very agreeab'e companion. 

As a linguist, he had few equals in his native tongue, 
and was very familiar with the Latin and Greek classics, 
particularly the former, and frequentlyamused himself and 
his friends with recitations from Horace, his favorite author, 
having committed to memory many of his Odes. 

In personal appearance he was very attractive ; tall and 
majestic in form, and courteous in manners, he conciliated 
the favorable opinion of all, especially of strangers, whose 
prepossessions were always in his favor. 

Such was Dr. Smith in his palmy days. But neither 
beauty, nor learning, nor courtly manners, could exempt 
him from the common lot of humanity. For the last twenty 
years of life he was evidently declining. His hearing, pre- 
viously dull, became more and more difficult. His sight, by 
paralysis in one eye, and cataract in the other, was much 
impaired. His muscular power, never well proportioned to 
his weight of body, yielded under long continued action, and 
he became in a great measure unable to walk, long before 
there was any perceptible failure of intellect. In this man- 
ner his bodily infirmities continued to multiply, until the 
brain itself,impaired by age, ceased to perform its functions, 
one after another, and he expired on the seventh day of 
May, A. D. 1848, aged more than eighty years; his wife 
having: died about two months previously. They left no 
children to inherit the ample fortune acquired by his industry. 

New Brunswick, March 6, 1849. - 
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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


MEDICAL MEMORANDA. 


By A. N. Dovenerty, M. D. 
CASE OF PUERPERAL CONVULSIONS. 


Was summoned at half-past 5 o’clock A. M., January 
28th, to assist my friend Dr. Wm. M. Brown in a case of 
puerperal convulsions, The patient Mrs. Mac L., primipara, 
aged about 22, was taken in labor several hours before, and 
was progressing well when suddenly, frightful convulsions 
supervened marked by intense lividity and distortion of the 
face, and complete insensibility. Dr. B. immediately: bled 
her, and repeated the bleeding on the return.of convulsions 
an hour afterwards. The whole quantity abstracted was 
three pints. 

I found her partially restored, free from convulsions, very 
restless, with a small frequent pulse, the os uteri dilated to 
the size of a dollar, the membranes unruptured and begin- 
ning to protrude, and the head presenting. 

The question now arose, whether we should turn and de- 
liver, at the imminent risk of destroying the child, or let off 
the waters and give ergot, trusting the natural powers thus 
assisted. As convulsions had been absent some time and 
the pains were regular and increasing, we concluded to 
adopt the latter course. 

At eight o’clock the head being at the perineum, the 
convulsions returned, and at the request of my friend, I applied 
the short forceps (though with some difficulty owing to the 
tossing of the patient) and in five minutes we had the plea- 
sure of seeing the child born alive. The convulsions ceased 
and both mother and child have since done well. 
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CHLOROFORMIN PUERPERAL CONVULSIONS. 


February 22d, noon, was called to attend Mrs. W., primi- 
para, aged 18, said to be in labor. 

Found her just recovering from a convulsion, the sixth 
since two o’clock A. M., when they set in. 

A week previously a physician had attempted to bleed her 
for severe persistent headache, but without success, The 
application of ice to her head, to which she then resorted, had 
been unavailing. 

Pulse full and hard and rather frequent, skin hot, tongue 
coated and bowels costive ; cervix uteri obliterated, os, suffi- 
ciently dilated to admit the point of the finger, rigid and 
thick, membranes entire and head presenting. 

A botanic doctor had just left, after trying in vain to make 
her swallow, what appeared to be a spirituous preparation 
of myrrh, and recommending a sweat with hot bricks and 
vinegar. 

After bleeding, and ordering drafts and cloths wrung out 
of hot water to the feet, and ice to the head, I went to pro- 
cure chloroform, (which though a new agent, I meant to use) 
and forceps (if this case, like the last, should seem to réquire 
them) and the able assistance of my esteemed friend Dr. 
Abram Coles, whose opportunities for witnessing the opera- 
tion of chloroform in the European Hospitals have been very 
great. We renewed the bleeding, applied mustard between 
the shoulders, cut off the hair, and ordered injections. About 
three o’clock the convulsions returned, we reopefied the vein 
and administered chloroform by inhalation from a handker- 
chief, with the apparent effect of abbreviating the paroxysm 
and producing sleep. We also forced down a powder of 
calomel, scammony, and rhubarb. 

At our evening visit she was rational, had suffered no re- 
turn of the disease and was relieved of headache. She con- 
tinued comfortable until taken in labor on the morning of 
the 24th when after a few hours she was delivered with 
the aid of ergot, of a large child, which from the progress of 
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decay, it was plain had died during the convulsions. She 
made a good recovery. 


CASE OF ASCITES. 


February 9th.—Was asked to see a child 18 months old, with 
rupture, and apply a truss. Found protrusion to the extent of 
an inch and a half at the umbilicus and the scrotum on the 
right side very much distended. Could easily return the 
contents of both sacs, but those of the scrotum would return, 
in spite of my finger, over the ring. Abdomen universally 
protuberant and hard, habit of the child scrofulous and ca- 
chectic. Both tumors were translucent when a lighted candle 
was held on the farther sides, 

Being satisfied that it was simply a case of ascites, I gave 
the following : 

R. Sub. Mur. Hydrag, gr xv. 
Pulv. Scammonii 3ss, 
Ext. Elaterii gr. ss. 

Divid. in pulv, No. xii. 

One to be taken every night. 

Also Tinct. Digital. Purpur. 5 drops night and morning. 

I subsequently doubled the dose of elaterium and trebled 
that of tinct. digitalis. 

March Ist, the umbilical protrusion gone, the sac shrivelled, 
the scrotal tumor lessened one half, and its communication 
with the abdomen closed. In fact, the latter has become 
ordinary hydrocele. The abdomen is large but resonant, 
and the pulse 120, notwithstanding the heroic doses of 
digitalis. 

Newark, March, 1849. 
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CASE OF ENLARGED SPLEEN. 


By L. A. Sairn, M. D. 


J. H., of this city, aged about 30 years, of very robust 
frame, hardy constitution, and good habits, some time in 
thé spring of 1847, received a severe blow in the left hypo- 
chondriac region, in consequence of being thrown from his 
wagon. He suffered some pain for a few days, but soon 
resumed his business which was very active and laborious. 

During the summer following he had an attack of inter- 
mitting fever, which was soon subdued, by the usual treat- 
ment. This was followed by symptoms of functional de- 
rangement of the loins, with dyspepsia, a pallid countenance, 
edema of the feet and legs, and a dull, heavy, and contin- 
uous pain in the left side, where he had received the injury. 
Being myself absent from home, he came under the care of 
my friend Dr. Dougherty, who took care of my patients, and 
who, on making examination, detected a considerable tu- 
mour in the left hypochondriac region, the bounds of which 
could be distinctly traced. On my return, Dr. D. and I made 
a very careful examination of the tumor, and came to the 
conclusion that it was an enlargement of the spleen. With 
this view, we pursued the most energetic and persevering 
treatment, which our own experience and the best authors 
suggested, and comprising almost the whole catalogue of 
the Materia Medica, used in such cases. The pain in the 
side and dyspn@a, which was so great at some times as to 
prevent the patient from lying down, continued unabated 
for some weeks, when he was attacked, in consequence of 
exposure to cold, with pleurisy, which called for very activé 
treatment, and which was finally subdued. From this time, 
he had but little, if any pain in the side, and was now con- 
fined to the bed or the house, till a short time before his 
death, The most troublesome symptom was dropsical effu- 
sion, which was kept in check by the following prescription, 
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which is here inserted, as it proved of great value in this 
case as well as many others under my own observation, and 
that of the friend from whom I received it. 
R. Sub. Mur. Hydrag. grs. x. 

Palv. Digital. Purpur. 

Sup. Tart. Potass. 

Jalapi. aa. grs. iij. 

Divid. in pulv. No, xij. 
One to be taken every six hours, 


During the fall, Mr. H. by my advice went to New York, © 


and consulted severa] of the most eminent physicians in that 
city. One of them gave it as his opinion that the tumor 
was malignant in its character. Others gave no decided 
opinion in the case, but all agreed that little could be done 
but to palliate the symptoms. I should have remarked, that 
previously to his going to New York, one physician of emi- 
pence in this vicinity, who had been called in consultation, 
pronounced the tumour an enlargement and thickening of 
the omentum and advised extensive blistering tothe abdomen. 

The patient gradually sank, and despairing of recovery he 
gave up business, and in the summer of 1848 went to his 
father’s residence in Rahway, 8 or 10 miles distant, when 
he came under the care of Drs. Abernethy and Drake, whose 
attention and efforts in his behalf were indefatigable, but 
unavailing. He gradually sank, and about the middle of 
October, died. 

At his request, frequently expressed during his illness, I 
made a post mortem examination, assisted by Dr. Drake. 

On making the incision alarge quantity of serum, not less 
than 10 gallons was discharged. The viscera and cavities 
of the body were entirely healthy in appearance except the 
spleen, which was so enlarged as fo occupy all the left hypo- 
chondrium, extending into the right, and also below the 
umbilicus some inches. It slightly adhered in several places 
to the surrounding parts, but was easily removed. It was 
healthy in appearance and color, but on being cut it was 
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found to be more firm in texture than natural, and some- 
what tesembling flesh, as it weighed more than 73 pounds. 
We cut into it in several places, but found no symptoms of 
malignancy. 

I shall not take up the room of your valuable Journal in 
detailing the treatment in this case. It comprised all that 
the skill of several of our most distinguished physicians, who 
were consulted, could suggest. 

Whether this disease was induced by the injury mentioned, 
or Was consequent upon the intermitting fever, or was inde- 
pendent of both causes, I leave every one to make up his 
own opinion; only adding that 1 shall long remember the 
case with interest, not only from its intrinsic merits, but from 
having hed my own life, or at least limb brought into immi- 
nent peril by a puncture of my thumb in making the post 
mortem examination. 

Newark, March, 1849. 





CASE OF STRANGULATED INGUINAL HERNIA. 
By D. D. T. Nesrext, M. D. 


On the 4th of December, at 4 o’clock P..M., I was called 
to visit Mrs. J. C. etat fifty-eight, who had an irreduceable 
Strangulated Hernia on the left side. She had been affected 
with hernia about seven years, but had experienced little 
inconvenience, being able to keep it returned by means of 
a common truss. On the above day however, imprudently 
lifting a heavy weight of wet clothes; the intestine descended 
and in a short time became strangulated. When I arrived, 
the tumor had been thus conditioned fully six hours. I im- 
mediately attempted to reduce it by the taxis, bleeding, the 
frée use of warm fomentations, the warm bath, and the snb- 
sequent application of ice water, but all efforts were useless, 
The sae was nearly the size of a goose egg, and extremely 
tender on pressure. She had vomited alternately for the 
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last four hours, with agonizing pain in the hypogastric and 
lumbar regions, cramps in the lower extremities, and the 
pulse at one hundred and forty, 

The progress of the case being apparent, and not wishing 
to incur too much responsibility, as I was almost a perfect 
stranger to the vicinity, 1 announced to the family the dan- 
gerous situation of the patient, and my opinion that an ope- 
ration was imperative, soliciting an immediate consultation 
with their regular family physician. Dr. T. Kitchel, for 


many years their attendent physician, a gentleman of sound, . 


practical knowledge in his profession, was sent for, and his 
efforts at a reduction proved equally abortive. Neither of 
us having the necessary instruments, a messenger was hastily 
despatched for Dr. J. S. Darcy, of Newark, inviting him to 
perform the operation, and a few hours brought. us his re- 
turn note that he would be with us at 8 o’clock the next 
morning. 

Dr. K. being called to another case, I remained with the 
patient all night, and administered several doses of sol. sulph. 
morph. to allay if possible the constant gastric irritation. 
At about 12 o’clock, a mustard poultice was applied to the 
region of the stomach which somewhat alleviated the worse 
symptoms of distress, and the patient slept an hour and a half. 

At the appointed hour, Dr. Darcy, accompanied by Dr. J, 
Nichols, was promptly on the spot, who, after a careful ex- 
amination, proceeded, assisted by Dr, N. and myself, to per- 
form the operation as follows: 

The patient being placed, after the usual method, upon a 
table, an incision extending over the whole length of the 

-tumor, through the integuments, which were dissected off, 
exposed the fascia transversalis beneath, which being divided 
and turned aside, the hernial sac was broughtto view. The 
peritoneum being carefully divided and_freely dilated with 


a bistuory on a grooved director, a small quantity of serous. 


fluid escaped. The bistoury. was then introduced at the seat 
of stricture, flatwise upon the director, and turned upwards; 
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and a few moments allowed for the restoration of the sus- 
pended functions of the gut, which easily admitted of reduc- 
tion, and the patient was relieved. The incision was closed 
with four interrupted sutures, straps of adhesive plaster, lint, a 
light compress, and the figure of eight bandage applied. 

The patient bore the operation well, and Dr. Darcy per- 
formed it, as he always does his work, with admirable skill 
and gentleness. 

Subsequently, owing to the quantity of morphine pre- 
viously taken, considerable constipation of the bowels ensued, 
and on the second day five or six enemata, composed of 
catnip-tea, castor oil, and salt, were administered without 
the desired result. However, on the third day, sulph. mag- 
nes. oz, ss, and calc. magnes. oz. ss. were given by the mouth, 
and succeeded in relieving them, the pulse falling from 120 to 
80. The patient now progressed favorably without any other 
inconvenience than debility and proctalgia, which I consi- 
dered symptomatic of chronic intestinal derangement, as she 
had been subjected to lengthy constipations from infancy. 

On the ninth day I examined the wound and found it 
healed by the first intention, removed the plaster and dress- 
ing, and applied a soft compress and a slighter bandage. 
The pulse 64. 

On the twelfth day I removed the sutures and allowed 
her suitable nourishment, with cool acidulated drinks. Since 
the operation there had been no noticeable fever, and on the 
24th of December, the patient was able to leave her apart- 
ment. 

Hanover, December 27, 1848. 
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MEDICAL MISCELLANY. 
By tae Eprror. 
DISLOCATION OF THE BICEPS FLEXOR CUBITI, MUSCLE, 


Was summoned in haste to see a patient, who it was sup- 
posed had a dislocation of the arm at the shoulder, joint. 
Found her suffering extreme pain in the right shoulder, with 
the arm of that side thrown out from the body; she was a 
tall, slender person, a seamstress by occupation, of relaxed 
fibre, and rather feeble constitution, In sewing rapidly with 
a longer thread than usual in her needle, she threw. her 
arm suddenly upward and backward, to the full length of 
the thread, and was immediately seized with severe pain at 
the top of the shoulder, and along the course of the biceps 
muscle, to its insertion. My first impression was, that there 
was a dislocation of the head of the bone into the axilla, but 
the depression under the scapular processes, and the tumor 
in the arm-pit were not discoverable, the limb was neither 
shortened or lengthened, the rotundity of the joint was pre- 
served, and I was at a loss to form a satisfactory diagnosis, 
The arrangement of the joint appeared to be undisturbed, ro- 
tary motion could be borne, and considerable force by way of 
extension could be applied without corfplaint, provided the 
muscles were relaxed by the extended position. On passing 
the hand over the shoulder, she experienced a twinging pain, 
a sort of shudder in the whole course of the biceps muscle, 
I urged her to allow me to depress the arm against the body, 
she consented, and bore the suffering produced by the effort 
with much fortitude ; by pressing the hand firmly upon the 
shoulder, during the descent of the limb toward the side, a 
slight elevation was discoverable to the touch, just over the 
posterior tuberosity of the humerus, It occurred to me at 
once that the long tendon of the muscle had been dislodged 
from the bicipital groove ; and a further examination of the 
case corroborated the opinion. Having seen no mention of 
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a like accident by surgical writers, and never having heard 
of a case of the kind, I naturally enough questioned the 
soundness of the opinion, but the evidences were too positive 
to allow me to resist the conviction that the tendon was dis- 
located. Acting upon this view of the case, the following 
treatment was pursued : 

The arm of the patient was depressed as far as it could be 
borne, with the right hand, so as to.draw the tendon firmly 
over the tuberosity, and allow the thumb of the left hand, to 
press against it, and aid in its reduction. The tendon being 
made prominent, and the thumb adjusted to it, the arm was 
elevated to the side of the head, thus giving the greatest pos- 
sible degree of relaxation to the flexor muscles, while the 
thumb of the left hand replaced the tendon. It slipped sud- 
denly into the groove, and the patient could immediately 
rest her arm upon the side, though for several days after- 
wards she suffered pain occasioned by the tension of the 
muscle over the greater tuberosity. These facts have been 
mentioned to several surgeons of distinction, and I ,have 
met with but one, who has ever seen a similar case. Dr. 
Mutter, of Philadelphia, informs me that in the course of his 
extensive practice, two or three of a similar kind have come 
under his observation ; and in submitting to the profession 
this brief account of a curious and rare accident it may be 
well to note the diagnostic signs which distinguish it from a 
dislocation of the shoulder joint. The depression under the 
acromion process, the tumor in the axilla, and lengthening 
of the limb, which characterize a dislocation downwards ; 
the prominence under the pectoral muscle, and the backward 
direction of the limb which are evidences of a dislocation 
inwards; the hard tumor under the spine of the scapula, and 
the arm being thrown toward the front of the body, by which 
we may diagnosticate a dislocafion backwards; are all ab- 
sent, while, as is the case with most displacements of the 
humerus, the elbow cannot approach the body without pain. 
The most striking diagnostic symptoms appear to be, the 
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severe pain caused by depressing the limb, the elevation of 
the tendon, as a cord, over the tuberosity, on placing the arm 
to the side, and the freedom from suffering on relaxing the 
museles. The treatment is in strict accordance with the 
pathological history of the case, and in the instance men- 
tioned, was entirely and ew successful. 
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The use of anesthetic agents in parturition claiming gen- 
eral interest in the profession at this time, we hereby offer our 
testimony in its favor after repeated trials, and give in evi- 
dence the following case: was called to see a young female 
in her first labor, and inform<c that she had been suffering 
considerable pain for twelve hours, and that she had from 
feelings of delicacy refused to have me sent for at an earlier 
period. An examination per vaginum revealed a rigid os- 
uteri, but slightly dilated, and unyielding to pressure ; the va- 
ginal muscles were considerably contracted, and seemed to 
resist the entrance of the finger. The membraneshad been 
ruptured, and the waters discharged. 1 anticipated a tedi- 
ous and protracted labor, and betook myself to an easy chair 
and book, determined to propose the use of ether, after see- 
ing my patient suffer two or three mote pains, In about 
half an hour she told me that a neighbor to whom I had 
administered the ether, in a recent labor had urged her to 
have it, if she should experience any difficulty. But the 
mother objected; the nurse had read numerous newspaper 
stories of its fatal effects, and would not take it for the 
world. A kind friend who was present, would be very 
sorry to interfere to the detriment of the patient, but her ad- 
vice was to take the “safe side’ and to go on in the “old 
fashioned way.’ As the young. lady was entirely unac- 
quainted with the “old fashioned way,” I explained to her 
that she would experience an increase of her sufferings, and 
probably not be relieved for many hours, and that I believed 
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she would be on the “safe side’ if she would inhale the 

ether, as my experience with it, had all been in its favor. 

She. insisted upon proceeding with the. inhalation. I bad 

with me about four ounces. She soon began to be affected’ 
by it, and at first it produced a sort of hysterical laughter 
that was uncontrollable. She would cry, and talk about her 

being, foolish, and losing her reason; sometimes she would 

cry out that she was on her way to. happiness, and was 

hastening to Paradise, &c. Of course this was supposed to 

be reality by the assistants, and they would have withheld 

the sponge had they been able to extricate it from the grasp 

of the patient. As soon as the sponge became a little dry, 

she would call for more ether, and it was given to her freely. 

In about twenty minutes she experienced its anesthetic effect, 
and the labor progressed rapidly. The secretions from the 

vaginal walls became much more abundant, and the head 

presented at the inferior strait without much difficulty. Here 

there was some obstruction, the head was large, and the di- 

ameters of the strait rather contracted. I determined to apply 

the forceps and reduce the diameters of'the head. Ina few 

minutes they were adjusted, and the delivery was accom- 
plished. The placenta was taken away, the roller applied 

to the abdomen, and the patient turned upon her side—she 

as yet made no remark, about her situation. Everything. 
being now accomplished, I went to her bed side, and aroused 

her. She asked how she was getting on. She was told, 
that her labor was done, and her baby born. She could) 
not realize it. She did not believe it, till the infant was 

presented to her. She assured: me that she was entirely. 
unconsious of the application of forceps, though she had an 

indistinct idea of suffering, she. knew she was in labor, and | 
felt that she was making an effort, but she experienced no. 
pain. She did well aflerwards, and had a speedy recovery. 

On the tenth day she was sitting up, and has stoutly arrayed 

herself among the advocates of Etherization.. 








186 CASE OF DIFFICULT LABOR. 


CASE OF DIFFICULT LABOR. 

Was requested about 10 o’clock, on the evening of the 
14th inst., to wait upon a young female in labor with her 
first child. Found a tall, muscular woman, complaining 
of frequent sharp pains in the “small of the back,’ at- 
tended with considerable bearing down effort, which she 
had suffered since noon. On examination, found the 
os-uteri dilated to about the size of a shilling piece, and as 
her pains seemed gradually to increase, I concluded to re- 
main in the house, and retired to bed, expecting to be called 
in a few hours. Early in the morning I rose, and found my 
patient quite comfortable. She had slept but little, and suf- 
fered but little. I left her, and called again about noon, on 
the 15th, learned that her pains had not increased, but that 
there was a slight “show.” In the evening was requested 
to see her again. The os-uteri was dilated to the size of a half 
dollar, and the pains quite developed. The rigidity of the 
soft parts, and the evacuation of the waters which had al- 
ready occurred, gavé promise of a tedious effort, Hav- 
ing received while here, a call to another parturient female 
two miles distant, 1 coneluded that I might obey the call and 
return in time to be of service to my first case. At 11 o’clock 
P. M., I left her and found patient No. 2 in the first stage of 
labor, the membranes entire, and the pains going on as 
well as could be desired. I was back in an hour and a half 
to No. 1, and found her in the same condition, making but 
little progress ; left her the second time, and delivered No. 
2 of a fine healthy boy, after about an hour’s labor, and re- 
turned again to my first patient ; her pains by this time had 
increased in violence, and the head was passing slowly from 
the uterus. I had already suggested the use of ether, but 


it was refused ; the rigidity of the perineum was yet so de-. 
cided, that it was proposed again to employ ether, but the | 


mother was unwilling, and the husband was afraid. It was 
not used. The labor went on, and the strength of the patient 
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was rapidly failing; the pulse was feeble and she could 
not make the effort which the pains required. Hodge’s long 
foreeps were applied, and a strong cord attached to the 
handles, so that by the successive turns of the cord upon 
them, the blades were drawn together, thus compress- 
ing the child’s head, and shortening its lateral diameter ; con- 
siderable traction effort was necessary in order to overcome 
the resistance of the perineal muscles, but by slowly and 
cautiously continuing the effort, the labor was accomplished, 
and a large female child was born about six o’clock in the 
morning of the 1léth; notwithstanding the patient had 
been in labor since noon on the 14th, and the waters had 
been early discharged, thus allowing of a greater degree of 
compression upon the child, it was living, and is now per- 
fectly healthy. The following measurements will indicate 
its size: Its length was 244 inches, from the crown of the 
head to the foot; across the head from ear to ear, the dis- 
tance was 74 inches; and around the forehead and occiput 
124 inches. 

The mother, however, was in an alarming condition. I 
had directed that she should not be moved from the posi- 
tion in which she was left after delivery, until my next 
visit, as she was extremely feeble. In about four hours I 
saw her again ; an officious neighbor had moved her up in 
bed; the hemorrhage was increased, and the extreme ex- 
haustion which she suffered, threatened speedy dissolution. 
The pulse was small, thready, and beating 150 in a minute ; 
the cheeks and extremities were cold, the abdomen distended, 
tympanitic, and painful ; the countenance pale, and the voice 
tremulous and indistinct ; external stimulants were imme- 
diately resorted to, and quinine and brandy given freely by 
the mouth. Two grains of quinine and a dessert spoonful 
of brandy were administered every hour, with animal broth, 
for twenty hours sutcessively, before there was any marked 
evidence of improvement ; then the pulse began to increase 
in volume, and diminish in frequency; the cheeks grew 
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warmer, the countenance assumed a more natural expres- 
sion, but the abdominal distension continued, with a ten- 
dency to syncope, so that a steady perseverance in stimulat- 
ing and tonic remedies, with supporting diet, was necessary 
in order to ensure convalescence. The alarming symptoms 
have now subsided entirely, and she is rapidly getting well. 
How far the history of the two cases reported may correspond, 
and how far they may be considered as fair examples of the 
use and non-use of ether, it is left to the reader to decide. 
The child in the last case is much the larger of the two, the 
mother hasa more ample pelvis, she is a larger woman, bone 
and muscle well developed, and of mature age. The first 
case is an unmarried female not yet eighteen years old, a short 
compact person. Both required the use of forceps; the 
waters had escaped early in both, the soft parts were rigid, 
and the os-uteri in each, scarcely dilateable. The one was 
delivered without pain, recovered speedily and had not a 
single unfavorable symptom ; the other had a tedious labor, 
suffered al! that a woman could suffer under such circum- 
stances, came near losing her life after the birth, and will 
require a longer time for recovery. 
Burlington, 3d month, 21, 1849. 





CASE OF ACUTE HEPATITIS, TERMINATING IN SUPPURATION 
AND RECOVERY. 


By Wu. K. Mason, M. D. 


Was called to see J. B.,a young man of robust constitu- 
tion, and twenty years of age. He hada fever of an inflam- 
matory type, with severe pain in the right hypochondriac 
region, extending over to the epigastrium, and upward to 
the right scapula, with partial numbness in the arm of that 
side. These symptoms were attended with sickness of the 
stomach, and a bilious coat over the tongue ; the attack was 
ushered in with a chill. I bled him freely, applied sinapisms 
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over the painful parts, and administered a dose of calomel 
and jalap, which brought away copious evacuations from 
the bowels; after this, he was put under the use of potass. 
nitras.,and a strict antiphlogistic regimen was enjoined upon 
him. The nextday all the symptoms had abated, and think- 
ing the disease would soon pass off, I deemed it only neces- 
sary to recommend a gentle aperient, and left the case 
to the restorative powers of nature; but in about a week 
afterwards I was again called to him, on account of a great 
aggravation of all the symptoms. Since I saw him before, 
he had been out, taken cold, and was seized with a chill as 
in the first attack. I bled him again freely, and put him 
under the same treatment with the addition of Dover’s pow- 
der to the mercurial, and a large epispastic over the right 
hypochondrium. For three or four successive days the 
pulse seemed to demand the abstraction of more blood, and 
the inflammatory appearance of the vital fluid, sustained the 
correctness of the practice. In about two weeks afterwards 
he began to have frequent rigors, and sometimes decided 
chills, with a slight cough, which gradually increased till he 
commenced expectorating a very fetid, light green matter, 
of the consistence of pus; during this period he could not 
lie in the recumbent posture, without experiencing a sense 
of suffocation. At times he would eject from his stomach by 
emesis a quart at once of the same kind of greenish, foetid 
matter. After this the expectoration and vomiting ceased 
for a while, and he could resume the recumbent posture of 
his body ; but he soon became affected with a profuse di- 
arrheea, the discharge per anum being of the same character 
as that previously expectorated, and ejected by vomiting ; 
the quantity evacuated in this way was very great, amount- 
ing probably to “several gallons in the course of two months. 
I inferred from the symptoms that the abscess must have 
formed on the concave part of the liver, and extended to the 


“It is supposed by persons in daily attendance upon the patient, that ten 
gallons of this greenish fluid were thrown off during the time specified. 
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convex surface creating an adhesion to the diaphragm, and 
discharging the matter into the thorax ; there were probably 
other adhesions to the surrounding viscera, but the matter 
that was vomited was probably taken through the ductus 
communis choledochus into the duodenum, and from thence 
to the stomach. He suffered the most excruciating pains, 
which he described as the “gnawing of a dog,’ to allay 
them he was kept almost constantly under the influence of 
opium. He became very much emaciated, so that scarcely 
any flesh was left upon his bones; altogether it was the 
most singular case that ever came under my observation. I 
have been in practice some thirty-five years, and during 
that time my rides have extended over a tract of country, 
measuring fifty miles in length, and twenty in width, so 
that I have seen something of suffering humanity; but I 
assure you I never saw a case equal to the one I have at- 
tempted to describe, for the violence and continuance of the 
pain. After the purulent discharges commenced, I allowed 
my patient a more generous diet, and supported his strength 
by tonic medicines. Unexpectedly to myself and all his 
friends, he recovered entirely, and has since moved to the 
western country, and continues in good health. 

It is mysterious how nature, even with her abundant re- 
sources, could withstand such a long continued drain upon 
the vital powers, attended as it was, with such excruciating 
pain; but the means employed were such as appeared to be 
indicated by the symptoms, and the blessing of Divine Provi- 
dence upon them, secured the wished-for end. 

Tuckerton, March 10, 1849. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE OFFICERS OF THE NEW JERSEY 
LUNATIC ASYLUM. 

We have received from the Superintendent of the Asylum, 
the annual report of the officers of the Institution. It occu- 
pies a pamphlet of 45,octavo pages, and is embellished with 
a handsome engraving of the building. The managers’ first 
report, the number of officers and their annual salaries, to be 
as follows:—The superintendent, $1500; matron, $300; 
assistant physician, $500; steward, $600; and treasurer, 
$200. The entire cost of the building exclusive of fixtures, 
amounts to $80,650, and all the personal property in, and about 
the edifice, as per inventory taken on the first of January, to 
be $11,057,09. It is stated that further appropriations will 
be required to complete the designs of the managers. They 
seem to have adopted the old maxim that “ whatever is 
worth doing at all, is worth doing well ;”’ and we believe it 
will be found to be the best as well as the cheapest policy. 
Some self-wise economists may esteem it an extravagant 
expenditure of public money for the benefit of the insane, 
who may not appreciate the amount of benevolent effort ex- 
pended in their behalf; but the future will reveal the wis- 
dom of such a policy; and the State, we feel assured, will 
never have reason to regret the liberal appropriations she 
has already made in this behalf, and we trust she will be 
always ready to draw from her ample sind in support of 
so good a cause. 

The superintendent makes a plain statement of the con- 
dition of the Asylum. There have been received eighty-six 
patients during the seven and a half months of its existence, 
forty-seven men and thirty-nine women; there have been 
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discharged cured, one man and two women—no death has 
occurred. The numbercured appears to be small, but when 
it is considered that old and chronic cases, who have resisted 
all home treatment, are generally the first to be sent to such 
an institution, and that scarcely time sufficient for the cure 
of the majority of recent cases has elapsed since the opening 
of the Asylum, we may readily account for the apparent de- 
ficiency, and hope for a fuller report in future. We have 
not space to admit of further remark, but make the following 
extract from the superintendent’s report, on the subject of the 
treatment of the insane. We believe that a copy of this, and 
the future reports, should be placed in the hands of every 
physician in the state. In no way can their interest and 
co-operation be better secured. 

“ The treatment of the insane in asylums, as elsewhere, is 
properly divided into medical and moral ; the former includ- 
ing the use of general and local depletion, medicine, baths, 
regulation of diet, etc.; the latter, all those means and in- 
fluences brought to bear upon the person in his new situa- 
tign, as association with others, employment, amusements, 
regular habits of rising and retiring, of order and cleanliness, 
attendance on religious services, &c. 

In determining the treatment, reference is necessary to all 
the causes known to have had an influence in the develope- 
ment or progress of the case, whether nearly or remotely 
connected with it. With this view, his previous social, civil 
and domestic relations and pursuits, should be understood 
and considered. 

The different classes of organs and functions should be 
carefully examined, to ascertain whether, and how far, his 
disease is connected with physical, mental, or moral causes, 
either separately or combined ; and lastly, what are the true 
indications for treatment, in view of all these circumstances. 

After this investigation, the medical treatment is conducted 
on the same general principles as are applicable in other 
diseases, being modified by the age, sex, peculiarity of con- 
stitution, and stage of disease. If there exists excitement, 
depression, or disorder, in any of the various organs or func- 
tions, it is sought out and corrected by a resort to the usual 
remedial means, having in view, of course, the modifica- 
tions, if any, required on account of the mental disorder. 
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Next in importance to the medical, is the moral treatment 
of the insane ; and, indeed, in many cases this is either su- 
perior to the former, or all that is required for the recovery 
of the patient. Under this head are included removal from 
home and the sources of irritation there existing, the care 
of strangers, who should be intelligent, kind and conscien- 
tious, and who have tact and experience to aid them in the 
performance of their peculiar duties. Such occupation and 
amusements as are adapted for their benefit, in view of their 
previous habits and pursuits, and the form and stage of dis- 
ease under which they are rene in fact any and all moral 
motives, not otherwise contra-indi , may be presented 
to ton uiagane.n. macnn of soliton, nie Soelna-and. ah as- 
recting their attention from themselves and the morbid trains 
of thought in which they are inclined to indulge. 

Of the fact, that the insane derive important advantage 
from association, in asylums, with due attention to classifi- 
cation, there can be no doubt. 

The peculiar views of others, whether of a mirthful, seri- 
ous, or even of a painful character, may serve the purpose, 
above named, of diverting their attention outwardly, and 
therefore prove salutary. 

Hence the advantage of treating the insane in public asy- 
lums, rather than in private families, or even in private 
institutions, where the objects of interest and diversion are 
less numerous, and where the architectural arrangements 
and the general system of moral discipline and management 
are less perfectly adapted for the guidance of the erring and 
the control of the wayward and violent. : 

A point of great importance, and one that should be dis- 
tinctly understood and conscientiously acted upon by the 

iends of the insane, is, that appropriate curative treatment 
be resorted to early after the attack. The statistical records 
of institutions for the insane, in all countries, show that a 
much greater percentage of recoveries occur of the persons 
treated within the first few months of the attack, or during 
the first year of the disease, than of those in whom it has 
existed for a longer period. 
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Summary of the Transactions of the College of Physicians 
of Philadelphia, from September 6, 1848, to January 
1, 1849, inclusive. 


We believe that by furnishing to our readers copious ex- 
tracts from these published transactions, we are placing in 
their possession an amount of valuable information in a con- 
densed form, which we feel assured is appreciated by them, 
as the circulation of the pamphiet issued by the College is 
mainly confined to its own members, and to the editors of 
medical journals. The profession of Philadelphia have al- 
ways maintained a pre-eminence in the attainment of sound 
and practical knowledge, which renders their experience 
well worthy the attention of physicians everywhere ; and 
coming as it does, sanctioned by the authority of a dignified 
body of men whose annals are adorned with the most ho- 
norable names of the most eminent pratictioners of the new 
world, gives it additional interest and: value. The first part 
of the work before us is devoted to a conversation in regard 
to the prevailing diseases, and the influence of the weather 
in their production. In certain sections of the city and 
districts there has been an extensive prevalence of re- 
mittent fever, in some instances assuming a low form with 
such slight remissions as to approximate to fever of a con- 
tinued type, and in the opinion of Dr. Condie, there has 
been a much greater prevalence of disease, than during @ 
series of years immediately preceding ; dysentery, bilious 
colic, neuralgic affections of the bowels, and obstinate di- 
arrheea, from slight causes, such as immediately preceded 
the visitation of the cholera in 1832, have prevailed to an 
unusual extent. And it is asserted by the same gentleman, 
that very dry and hot autumns are almost invariably at- 
tended with the prevalence of disease, but especially of 
fevers of the remittent type. Drs. Gibbons, Meigs, Coates 
and Griscom, concurred in the opinion that in those years 
when the ditches become dry, the wells refuse to supply 
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water, and the meadows are divested of moisture, the low 
forms of fever and dysentery are more apt to prevail. 

Next follows an elaborate report on the “theory and 
practice of medicine,’ by Dr. Coates. The Dr. claims only 
to select from the “ prodigious amount of the materials’’ 
which have presented themselves during so fruitful a year 
as the past; an outline of the progress in this branch of 
science, and confines his labors principally to notices and 
reviews of new medical works. Under the domestic head, 
the second edition of Dr. Word’s elaborate work on prac- 
tice ; the anniversary discourse of Dr. Francis, of New York, 
on medical education ; a recent publication by Dr. Henry 
Hartshorne, entitled, “Water versus Hydropathy,’’ are 
briefly referred to. The observations on yellow fever by 
Dr, C. H. Kelly, of Mobile, in the Philadelphia Journal, are 
partially analyzed. 

YELLOW FEVER. 

Dr. Kelly defines yellow fever to be “a distinct form of 
continued fever consisting of a single paroxysm varying in 
duration, but without any true remission from its commence- 
ment to its close.’ Immunity from a second attack is 
considered a special characteristic of the disease. In treat- 
ing of the pathology of yellow fever some important diffe- 
rences between the anatomical characters which mark this 
disease, and those which characterize gastro-enteritis, are 
drawn, the vessels of the intestinal canal present an appear- 
ance similar to those of strangulated animals, and there is 
eldom any indication of softening, ulceration or gangrene of 
the mucous membrane. The use of the lancet in the treat- 
ment of yellow fever is seldom beneficial after the very first 
stage of the malady. Warm or tepid baths, cold affusions to 
the head, frictions to the body and extremities, prior to en 
veloping the body in a warm blanket, and putting the pa- 
tient to bed, are reeommended ; slight catharsis with mer- 
curial medicines, injections, and Dover’s powder, should be 
resorted to. Dr. K. has never known a fatal case follow 
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mercuria! salivation. To arrest the hemorrhage, acetate of 
lead and nitrate of silver are employed, and benefit is 
generally found from blisters to the epigastrium in the early 
stage. To allay thirst, allow the patient to eat ice; to re- 
lieve gastive irritability, give a solution of camphor in ether, 
or a solution of bi carbinate of potassa, restraining the pa- 
tient from the free use of drink. To prevent collapse in the 
latter stage, stimulants, and particularly opium are recom- 
mended ; alcoholic~ stimulants, and sixty and eighty grain 
doses of quinine, have not been successful means of cure ; 
the black vomit has not been arrested. 
TYPHUS FEVER. 

A paragraph is devoted by the Reporter to a brief notice 
of Dr. Sargeant’s observations on the petechial typhus, at- 
tended with rose colored ‘spots, with but few abdominel 
symptoms, which occurred at the Philadelphia Lazaretto. 
Dr. S. has in the opinion of the Reporter, been very success- 
ful in his treatment of these cases. Only four cases were 
lost out of thirty-seven, (11 per cent.) Tonics and stimu- 
lants were chiefly employed in the treatment, cold ablutions 
and stimulating lotions were of great service ; a generous 
diet was allowed. 

CONGESTIVE FEVER. 


A paper on the subject of the congestive fever of the south 
and west, by Dr, Charles F. Lavender is referred to as con- 
taining valuable information. Dr. L. finds bleeding in this 
disease rarely to be tolerated. Patients will fall into an im- 
mediate and fatal collapse from the loss of a few ounces of 
blood. Quinine is the main remedy, administered in doses 
of from five to twenty grains every hour or two, till the 
characteristic effects are produced. Sometimes brandy and 
other stimulants are needed in large quantities, but are re- 
ported as being extremely dangerous in excess. Ten grain 
doses of calomel given every hour or two, have been of 
great utility. If before the cerebral congestion occurs, there 
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is purging of dark vitiated bile, the patient invariably gets 
well—recoveries occur from two to five days—death occurs 
in the majority of cases in the second paroxysm ; sometimes 
in the first. 


DR. HASTINGS ON YELLOW FEVER, 


Dr. H., who has had large experience and has been very 
successful in his treatment of yellow fever, asserts that the 
disease is not contagious, cites examples to prove it, and is 
convinced that second attacks are quite common. Hibs treat- 
ment comprehends free bleeding till the fever and head 
ache abates, and sometimes till syncope is produced. To 
allay the vomiting of the cold stage, a large blister is applied 
over the abdemen. Scruple doses of calomel, with mor- 
phia, in quantities sufficient to allay the nervous excitement, 
are administered, the blisters are dressed with mercurial oint- 
ment in order to produce ptyalisin which is continued for 
seventy-two hours, during which time the patient is not al- 
lowed a mouthful of nourishment, or even drink. Sulphate 
of magnesia, injections of castor oil and turpentine, are em- 
ployed to keep the bowels open, and ice water to the head. 
The surface is sponged with cold water if heat and dryness 
are present to indicate it. The success claimed is as follows : 


1841, U. States brig Jefferson arrived at Indian Key—a 
number died ; but he believes none who were landed within 
the first three days. 

Schooner ag, every officer and man on board affected 
with the fever. Dr. M‘Kinley and a seaman died on board. 
All the rest went into ital, and none were lost. 

Pie. schooner returned with an entirely new crew. All 

again affected with the fever. They arrived in two 
eave at sc todian Key ; ali went into hospital, and all recovered. 

The ex ition they relieved lost several men on the 

three died ; having come into hospital after being 
sick pr saber days. 

At Tobasco, in 1847, more than tliree hundred cases ; “no 
death from the fever.’’ 

Tibe:Uh Go sedcout Dlienionigeht; tithe cuned éatigase, miore 
than four hundred cases; only two deaths. 
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The late Dr. Howard Smith and Dr. Hastings, at the naval 
hospita|, island of Salmadina;—thinks over four 
cases, Deaths. Of those received within the first forty- 
eight hours; Dr. Kearney, Lieutenant commanding Chaun- 
cey, Dr. Howard Smith and master of arms Bates; offi- 
cers, no men. Of those received from the fourth to the 
seventh day, Dr. Bates, and eight non-commissioned officers. 

Dr. Hastings finds this to prove a mortality of only one- 
half per ceut. of all those received within the early stages of 
the attack ; and publishes extracts from Lieutenant Simon 
F. Blunt and Dr. T. M. Potter, confirming his estimates of 
the violence, severity, and prevalence of the disease. 

The aim of Dr. Hastings appears to have been to cure this 
fearful disease by the simpiest possible means. His ample 
opportunities for witnessing the malady in all its forms, 
opened a wide field for experiment, but he has wisely chosen 
to use familiar means, the effect of which he could safely 
estimate, in preference to the employment of new and uricer- 
tain remedies. 

CASE OF WM. FREEMAN. 


Under the head of Psychological medicine, the case of 
Freeman, the murderer of the Van Ness family is mentioned, 
and facts stated which show that there existed in the priso- 
ner, mental disorder, attended with extensive disease of the 
pulmonary organs, &c. 


was ultimately nearly or quite destroyed. Three -weeks 


fn ea aren Pyro at wr 
to the right. ight, right was also 
“Siassdins ba tpaaien aban pdieananeee 

The dura mater was found in a state of congestion at its 
anterior portion, with effusion of serum between the mem- 
brane and the arachnoid. There was also a small adhesion 
to the occipital bone. The pia mater was thickened and in 
a state of congestion ; particularly in the superficial vessels 
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of the right anterior lobe; and the anfractuosities of the 
right hemisphere were filled with serum. There was an 
increased amount of blood throughout the whole upper part 
of the brain. The petrous portion of the left temporal bone 
was the seat of a caries and a necrosis, the internal ear and 
membrana tympani almost obliterated, and the dura mater 
covering this bony part in a state of congestion. 

The brain weighed only two pounds, eleven and three- 
quarter ounces. Phrenological Seacriptlins and measure- 
ments are given; from which we gather that self-esteem and 
firmness were very large, combativeness and destructiveness 
large, and the other organs small, except the intellectual, 
which were moderate. 

Dr. Fosgate infers, in common with those parties who 
moved the Supreme Court for a new trial, that this subject 
was of deranged mind, and not a responsible agent, at the 
time of the murders. In this your reporter joins him; but 
begs leave to suggest a farther reflection, in favor of which 
recent evidence has accumulated, as far as parallel cases can 
go, to a very serious amount; the inquiry whether in this 
man, principally of negro origin, imprisonment has not itself 
produced the consumption and othér tubercular disease. In 
this case, would it not appear that the State which acted to 
spare the offender in four murders, itself inflicted death for 
a larceny of which the party is now believed to have been 
innocent, and caused the massacre it was preparing toexcuse ? 

Intermittent fever is mentioned by Dr. Telfer of the Insane 
Asylum at Toronto (York) Canada, as a frequent cause of 
insanity. Dr. Bell, of the McClean Asylum, Boston, has 
observed among physicians having charge of the insane, a 
manifest tendency to return to the principles of treatment 
formerly adopted by Penil and Tuke; and the remarks of 
Dr. Evans, of Frankford Asylum, near Philadelphia, in favor 
of the frequent use of frankness to the insane, instead of 
treating them as irresponsible beings, are commended to the 
attention of the profession. Other subjects of interest are to 
be found in the department of the report devoted to domestic 
intelligence, but having selected the most important we pass 
on to a brief notice of the foreign department. This: is 
chiefly occupied with a summary of the intelligence which 
has from time to time appeared on the subject of cholera. 
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Nothing novel in the treatment is presented in the report 
that we have particularly noticed except the fact that the 
“cold treatment should be preferred to external heat.” It 
is asserted that there is direct evidence to prove that “the 
number of human lives that have survived is much greater 
by suffering the patient to remain cold.” The fact that 
cholera patients complain of torture from the application of 
heat to the surface, and that the flesh of cold-blooded animals 
resists the approach of local death much longer when kept 
at. a low, than at a high temperature, is adduced in support 
of the doctrine in favor of what is called the “ cold treat- 


ment.”” The Reporter is evidently a non-contagionist, and 
announces that the practical question as to the contagious 
character of Indian Cholera is already clearly decided on i 


non-contagionist side, Onthe subject of 
VARIOLOUS EPIDEMICS. 

A conversation took place among the Fellows in which 
some striking instances of infection were mentioned. , 

Dr. Morris stated, that during a slight nee of vari- 
olous disease, he had met with some pe gr wre 
not trace to contagion. While in attendance on the first 
sinall-pox patient to whom he had been called at that t 
he was sent for to visit a family in which no iehgll-ote tat 
appeared, and the members of which had not been exposed 
to the variolous contagion. As he entered the wr oe 
down, a lady, who was laboring under severe mental emo- 
tion, seated herself beside him, laid her head upon his 
shoulder, and sobbed. Ten days subsequently, she was at- 
tacked with variolous disease. 
_ \ Dr. Stille remarked, that a somewhat similar case occurred 

some years since to one of the Fellows of the College. Com- 
ing. home one day wearing a cloak, in which he had visited 

of small-pox, as he entered the door of his house his 

wife ran to meet him, and threw herself into his arms. Soon 
afterwards she was attacked with the disease. 


* Dr. Evans related ~ jfollewia fdisease: 
A female of very qt Hk Sy had been wi 
a Tong time contnds to caer chamber in consequence of spinal 
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disease; whilst lying upon her bed, eating a portion of sponge 
cake, complained of a sense of choking, and immediately a 
tumor was observed to rise on the right side of the neck. 
Dr. Swift was first called in, and noticed the tumor gradu- 
ally to enlarge, until it attained the size of a hen’s egg; the 
patient complained of a sense of constriction and numbness 
extending up the neck. Whien Dr. E. saw the patient, which 
was shortly afterwards, he found the tumor upon the neck 
to be one inch above the sternum, immediately over the 
right carotid at its bifurcation, and beneath the sterno-cleido- 
mastoideus muscle, and fascia of the neck—there was no 
discoloration of the skin—the tumor was deuse, inelastic, 
and perfectly circumscribed, and pulsated when the hand 
was laid upon it—the patient’s head was bent over to the 
tight side—she complained of numbness of the right side of 
the neck, and of overfulness of the head. It was at first 
supposed that the tumor might be aneurismal—at the same 
time, this conclusion was opposed by the dense and circum- 
scribed character of the tumor ;—the pulsatory movement 
might be referred solely to its position over the carotid artery, 
as no pulsation of the tumor itself, could be detected. Dr. 
E. not being able to satisfy himself as to the exact character 
of the tumor, requested Dr. Hartshorne to see the case with 
him. Dr. H. considered it not to be aneurismal, and sug- 
gested that the tumor might have been gradually forming 
without being observed, in consequence of its having been 
bound down by the muscle and fascia of the neck; its ap- 
parents sudden appearance being occasioned by its escape 
rom its previousconfinement. Dr. Evans suggested the pos- 
sibility of the tumor being probably caused by an enlarge- 
ment of the thyroid gland. A compress, wet with a solution 
of potass. hydroid. was applied, and covered with a piece of 
oiled silk, over which another compress was laid and kept 
constantly wet with cold water. Leeches were deemed in- 
admissible in consequence of the debilitated condition of the 
patient. The tumor continued of the same size for three 
days; on the fourth day it began materially to change in its 
appearance. It had extended over the trachea to the left 
side, had become more compressible and soft, with a sensa- 
tion as though it were upon the point of bursting during the 
paroxysms of coughing. There was now sufficient evidence 
that the tumor was caused by an enlargement of the thyroid 
gland. . It has since then gradually diminished in size, 
Upon the first appearance of the tumor, the patient’s breath. 
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ing was somewhat oppressed ; there was a sense of constric- 
tion about the throat, with a disposition to cough, attended 
with a feeling of great distress. 

Dr. Evans wished to learn from Fellows present, whether 
any of them had met with a similar case. 


Dr. Parrish stated, that he had seen a case pop | con- 
siderable similarity to the one just described. A lady be- 
came erpeliy sland from the sudden occurrence of a a 
ing on the side of the neck, with considerable oppression 
breathing. When Dr. P. saw her, the tumor was of the 
size of a walnut, elastic, and over the situation of thyroid 
gland. The patient was asked to swallow, and in the act 
of so doing, the tumor was seen to move, Particular inquiry 
was made as to the previous existence of a swelling in the 
part, which the patient answered in the negative. It con- 
tinued to enlarge for two or three days; leeches and cold 
lications, followed y tee: ointment of iodine were series, 
tumor gradually disappeared. Dr, P. concluded that 
the tumor in this case had resulted from an attack of acute 
inflammation of the thyroid gland. The sense of oppression, 
he was inclined to believe, was partly nervous from alarm 
at the sudden occurrence of the tumor. 


THE ANNUAL REPORT ON MIDWIFERY, 
By Dr. Griscom, contains the most important facts which 
have been submitted to the profession in this branch of med- 
ical science for the past year, from which we make the fol- 
lowing extract, as being the most novel and interesting, 
TRANSFUSION. 


Dr. Waller reports a case, in the Medical Times for Jan- 
uary, 1848, in which hemorrhage at the eighth month had 
reduced the patient to an almost hopeless condition ; coun- 
tenance blanched, pale and livid lips, cold extremities, labo- 
rious respiration, general coldness of the surface of the body, 
and pulse scarcely perceptible. In short every thing indi- 
cating approaching dissolution. Stimulants freely giver 
failed to produce even a po tte Roms adie 7 ‘rans- 
fusion was resorted to. “ n about five ounces of blood 
had been introduced the amendment was evident,” but the 
blood flowing sluggishly from the arm of the female who 
supplied it, the operation was and “ nourishment 
and stimuli’ resorted to. In a two hours she again 
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began to sink, the unfavorable symptoms returned, accom- 
panied by jactitation ; about four ounces of blood from the 
same individual produced no relief; the blood again flowing 
sluggishly ; but an injection of two ounces, which flowed in 
an impetuous stream from the hnsband’s arm, produced a 
marked improvement in the patient’s pulse. hen nine 
ounces had been injected the countenance was much im- 
proved ; a slight color was perceptible inthe cheeks, and 
some pain in the arm was complained of; after the intro- 
duction of four ounces more all the symptoms of immediate 
danger vanished ; the relief was perfect; “she only com 
plained of excessive fatigue with an inclination to sleep.’’ 
Alter a sleep of some hours, a portion of the detached pla- 
centa was expelled, and a dead child and the remainder of 
the placenta followed ; the woman recovered. 

The subjects of Uterine Hemorrhage, Placente Previa, 
Rupture of Uterus, Spontaneous Evolutions, Turning, &c., 
Puerperal Convulsions, Anesthesia, &c., &c., &c., occupy 
their respective departments in this elaborate report, and we 
regret that our limits will not admit of a more extended no- 
tice of it, . 

ANESTHESIA. 


Dr. Gibbons introduced the subject of anesthesia by refer- 
ence to the case of supposed hydrophobia occurring in a lady 
residing at Camden, N. J. Professor Jackson who had at- 
tended the lady was not prepared to assert positively that 
the case referred to was one of true rabies canina, for there 
were many important features of that disease absent, and 
there was even no certainty that the dog by whom the pa- 
tient was bitten was rabid. Dr. Bond related the case of an 
extraordinary nervous disease in which convulsions were 
produced by an effort to turn in bed, in which chloroform 
has been successfully employed. 

Professor Jackson stated the case of a lady laboring under 
a stricture of the upper portion of the rectum attended with 
violent convulsive paroxysm, which was relieved by the use 
of chloroform. Chloroform was repeatedly given by the 
mother of the patient, for two or three weeks in stecession; 

25 ‘ 
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the quantity being increased as its effects diminished. Dr. 
J. was sent for one morning and found the mother in great 
slarm in consequence of the quantity of chloroform which 
her daughier had taken. She had inhaled two ounces in 
the course of the evening, then two ounces more, and an 
additional ounce in the course of the night; being five 
ounces inhaled from 5 o’elock P. M. until 10 o’clock of the 
ensuing morning. Since that time she had no return of her 
spasms. 

Dr. Bond-had administered a mixture of chloroform and 
assafcetida with successful results in a case of trismus nacen- 
tium occurring in an infant of a week old. Dr. Hays had 
employed it to produce local anesthesia in an obstinate case 
of neuralgia occurring in a gentleman fifty years old, after 
all the usual remedies had failed to produce relief, with the 
most happy effect; Dr. H. is not prepared to decide whether 
the relief experienced is to be attributed to the local anesthe- 
sia, or whether it is to be considered as a mere coincidence. 

Drs. Parrish and Griscom related cases of its beneficial em- 
ployment in obstetric practice. The testimony of other Fel- 
lows of the College was borne to the safety and efficiency of 
ether inhalation as an anesthetic agent. 


An obituary notice of Henry Neill, M. D , late Vice Presi- 
dent of the College, by Dr. J. M. Paul, is also found in the 
pamphlet before us. The three last words of the notice are 
all that we shall copy ;—he was a “truly Christian Physi- 
cian.” 





An illustrated system of Human Anatomy, special, gen- 

_ eral and microscopic, by Samuel George Morton, M. D, 
&e., §c., with three hundred and ninety-one engravings 
on wood. Grigg, Elliott & Co., Philadelphia, 1849. 
From some acquaintance with the peculiar fitness of Dr. 

Morton for producing a work of high merit on a subject in 
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the study of which he has long been engaged, we looked 
forward with unusual interest to the appearance of the vo- 
lume now before us. An examination ef its contents has 
convinced us that the author has added a highly valuable 
work to the long list of productions upon the same subject. 
In some respects, this treatise must be regarded as original ; 
for although it announces no new discoveries, its general ar- 
rangement and the felicitous grouping of the several depart- 
ments of special, general and microscopic anatomy, give it 
a distinctive character pot possessed by any other anatomi- 
cal work. 

The illustrations too, are admirable, and so numerous that — 
it seems as though almost every important fact stated, has 
its pictorial symbol. There is nothing more calculated to 
enforce truth upon the mind of the student, and to fix facts 
upon his memory, than this method of figuring before him 
the parts described, thus enabling him to appreciate them at 
a glance, and if he has been familiar with them before, to 
call them up in a moment, without the labor of wading 
through a long description. An illustrated volume of this 
description becomes therefore exceedingly valuable not only 
to the beginner in anatomical study, but to the practical 
physician and surgeon, who is constantly desiring to refresh 
his memory upon points which in the variety of other pur- 
suits may have escaped him. 

In this volume the reader will also find, all the latest in- 
formation upon that wonderful seience which is just now 
unfolding its secrets; namely—microseopic anatomy; the 
“eell doctrine ;’’ the origin, growth and microscopic charac- 
ters of the different tissues of the body, so far as they have 
been revealed, are here set forth with a clearness which dis- 
robes them of much of the mystery with which we have 
been accustomed to regard these minute investigations. 

The author has also relieved the dry details of anatomical 
description by the introduction of physiological facts or doc- 
trines, thus connecting structure with function, and exhibit- 
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‘ing the harmony between them. His remarks on the bones 
-of the head and face, the facial angle, the periodical changes 
in the form of the head, its artificial modifications &c., are 
of this character. 

But it is not our intention to enter into an analysis of the 
contents of the volume; we would only in this brief notice 
give to our readers a general idea of what we deem its pe- 
culiar merits ; as a system of anatomy, we regard it as com- 
plete, thorough and perspicuous, it makes us acquainted 
with the wonderful science as it now is, while it illustrates 
every portion of the structure of which it treats with a clear- 
ness and simplicity, which renders its pages not only instruc- 
tive but highly attractive to the reader. 


vow 





On the Cryptogamous origin of Malarious and Epidemic 
., Fevers, by J. K. Mitchell, A. M., M. D., Professor of 
Practical Medicine in the Jefferson Medical College of 
. Philadelphia. Lea & Blanchard, 1849. 
..The work before us is a small octavo volume of one hun- 
dred and thirty-seven. pages; comprising the substance of 
six lectures delivered by Professor. Mitchell to the class of 
Jefferson Medical College. Any thing that may be presented 
to the profession upon a subject so obscure as the origin and 
causes of fever, is calculated to excite close attention, parti- 
eularily when clothed with the authority of a distinguished 
professor of one of our medical schools. Dr. Mitchell, how- 
ever, does not assert his theory to be true, he presents it as 
a plausible explanation of the origin of fever. We cannot 
state the views of the author in presenting his thoughts to 
the. medical public, so well as by copying his own language 
at the commencement of the second lecture. 
__* In offering to your attention and consideration a theory of 
malaria, I profess to do no more than present a review of 


the phenomena which seem to render it probable, without 
supposing, that, on so difficult and important a subject, I can 
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produce, in your minds, the thorough conviction, which, 
nothing short of a positive demonstration, could bring home 
to my own. Not thoroughly convinced myself, I can only 
be excused for occupying your time, by the belief that the 
theory I am about to offer, is not only very plausible, but is 
associated with agreeable and useful collaterial inquiries. If 
we should not discover at the end of our journey, the truth, 
the search after which has lured us to the path of observa- 
tion, we shall enjoy, at least, beautiful scenery by the way, 
and sometimes pluck a flower, and sometimes find a gem. 

Standing at St. George’s, in Delaware, more than twenty 
years ago, upon the bottom of what had been, a short time 
before, a mill-dam, | found around me the undecayed stumps 
of trees which had been, for one hundred and seventeen 
years, submerged in fresh water. Two or three years there- 
after, I again visited the spot, and saw that these stumps, no 
longer wet, but damp, had been entirely disintegrated by the 
dry rot, and that they crumbled in the handling... In the 
handful of dust which I picked up, I found innumerable 
spores of what I supposed to be Polyporus Destructor, and 
Merulius Vastator, cryptogamous plants, whose active exis- 
tence had been bought at the expense of the old stumps. In 
a moment I conceived that, perhaps, the miasm,so much 
dreaded in that place, might be, directly or indirectly, the 

roduct of these urgers on of a more rapid decomposition. 

t was a loose thought at the time; but it gave me a dispo- 
sition to collect the phenomena which might prove or dis- 
ptove the agency in the generation of malaria, of living, not 
of dead plants. 

A part of my collection T now offer you. In doing so, I 
shall present only the affirmative side of the question, be- 
lieVing that no one else is likely immediately to sustain so 
revolutionary an opinion, whilst professionai emulation, ha- 
bitual prejudice, and even love of.truth, will subject it to a 
sufficiently rigorous opposition. You have, therefore, due 
notice of the guarded manner in Which you are to receive 
my ez parte observations, a notice which I cheerfully give, 
for I have much confidence in the force of my eaieniv ond 
do not love my theory well enough to wish its establishment 
at the expense of truth or reason, Take it, then, for what I 
may show to be its worth.” 


We have not space to devote to further extracts from the 
book ; suffice it to say, that itis an ingenious argument in 
favor of the organic origin of malaria, and of the poison 
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being a vegetable production ; facts are adduced to show that 
the vegetable virus is most active during the seasons when 
fevers mostly prevail, that it is most potent at night, and 
affects particularly the autumnal season. The recent micro- 
scopic discoveries which prove a frequent connection of 
vegetatious with cutaneous and mucous diseases, and the fact 
that cryptogamous plants exercise a creating power, are 
brought forward in support of the doctrine advanced by the 
author, The work is small and cheap, and should be in 
the hands of those who are curious upon the subject upoa 
which it treats. 





Report of the. Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane, for 
the year 1848, by Thomas S. Kirkbride, M. D. Phila- 
delphia, 1849. 

The report of Dr. Kirkbride for the past year shows the 
institution over which he presides to be in a prosperous con- 
dition. Two hundred patients were under treatment at the 
close of the year. The total number at the Hospital during 
the year being four hundred and three. One hundred and 


twenty were discharged cured, and of this number fifty-seven 


were residents of the Hospital not exceeding three months ; 
thirty-five between three and six months, twenty-four be- 
tween six months and one year, and four for a longer period 
than one year. The usual annual course of lectures by Dr. 
John Cunven, the assistant physician, has been full, highly 
satisfactory and useful. Forty-seven lectures have been de- 
livered by himself, and a number of others by gentlemen 
not connected with the institution. We believe the practice 
of lecturing to the insane upon miscellaneous subjects, ac- 
companied by illustrations and experiments was first carried 
into execution in this Hospital by Dr. Cunven. We hope 
to see it adopted in our own Asylum, and other similar, in- 
stitutions. We regret our inability to allow more space to 
the notice of this report. 
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EDITORIAL. 


NEW JERSEY MEDICAL REPORTER. 


BURLINGTON, FOURTH MONTH, (APRIL) 1849. 





CHERRY PECTORAL, 


We insert on the cover of this number, the Formula of an 
Anodyne Expectorant, called “Cherry Pectoral,’ which 
purports to be a valuable remedy for certain pulmonary 
diseases, It is a preparation of J. C. Ayer, a chemist, 
of Massachusetts, and has received the sanction of several 
distinguished professors of medicine, in different parts of the 
country. 

The formula of its preparation having been promptly 
furnished to the profession, we are willing to give it pub- 
licity, much as we abhor even the semblance of quackery. 
It claims as its distinguishing characteristic, the presence of 
free, permanent hydrocyunic acid, and the value of this article 
is well known in the treatment of pulmonary diseases. 





NATIONAL MEDICAL ASSOCIATION AND MEDICAL COLLEGES. 


The approaching meeting at Boston promises to be equal 
in interest to its predecessors for the number and talent of 
the members who will compose it, and for the subjects which 
will claim its attention. Already some of the strongest men 
in our profession are appointed as delegates, and the most of 
them evincea warm interest in the prospects of the association. 
In addition to the scientific reports and discussions, and to 
the business immediately connected with the organization 
of the body, we anticipate a renewal of the absorbing topic 
of medical education. The great body of the more intelli- 
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gent medical men of the country are dissatisfied with the — 


existing defects in our present system, and are anxiously 
looking for a remedy. The adoption of a higher standard 
of requirement for the degree, at the meeting in Philadelphia, 
and the recommendation to extend the courses beyond the 
old limits, have, it is true, been beneficial, inasmuch as two 
of the oldest and most respectable Medical Colleges of the 
country, have greatly improved their courses by acting in 
accordance with these suggestions. So far we may rejoice ; 
but the great mass of the medical schools pursue the old track, 
and others have sprung up, upon a basis still more ‘superfi- 
cial than those against which complaints were originally made. 
In a word, the competition in medical teaching, which has 
cheapened and degraded the profession, is still in full activity ; 
and is even, we fear on the increase. The facility with 
which the degree is acquired, was never greater than ‘it is 
now. ‘The forms and conditions once attached to its posses- 
sion, thongh they may exist in print, and may even be: in- 
corporated inte the charter, by which the college professes 
to be governed, are, we have reason to believe, oftew ‘disre- 
garded, for the sake of adding to the list of graduates, or of 
swelling the catalogue of the institution. Men who but 
yesterday were engaged in some other calling, are suddenly 
transformed into doctors, aud their names appear amongst 
the successful candidates for the degree in the list of some 
legalized institution, to the surprise even of their friends. 
By what talismanic method this change is effected, the un- 
initiated may not know ; they can only assure themselves that 
it was not done by the regular old fashioned mode, which 
was in vogue when two or three medical schools divided 
between them all the candidates, and when the professors 
who occupied the chairs, were amongst the most accom- 
plished, learned and conscientious men of their times. Un- 
fortunately the spirit of charlatanism, which under the name 
of “fair competition,” has infused itself into so many of the 
pursuits of life, and which is tolerated and even encouraged 
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* by the people generally, has entered into the halls of science, 
and has disrobed truth and knowledge of their dignity, and 
made learning a matter of bargain and sale.. The evil of 
this is felt in the low standard of ethics, which must prevail 
amongst men thus educated ; and in their general incompe- 
tency to practice, one of the most responsible of human 
pursuits, 

The simple possession of a degree from a chartered Me- 
dieal College, gives to the holder not only a right to practice, 
but a right to be received as a confiere with those engaged 

_in the same calling. He can claim fellowship in a medical 
society, can be represented in county, state or national so- 
cieties, and can even sit there as a member, if so delegated. 
In the present state of medical education, is this fair? Should 
the graduate of a college which disregards the will of the 
profession as expressed through its recognized channels ; 
and which thus claims independence of the medical commu- 
nity, be admitted to a seat in a medical body, on an equality 
with those who have complied with the regulations generally 
acknowledged as essential in obtaining the degree? This is 
a question which we think, the association will at some time, 
be called upon to decide. There should certainly be a line 
drawn between the faithful and the recusant colleges; and 
if the national association undertakes to exercise a supervi- 
sion over medical education at all, (which we conceive is 
one of its most important objects,) it is strictly within its pro- 
vince to investigate the standing of the colleges, and to ac- 
knowledge or disavow them. It is not probable that the 
association or its auxiliaries can prevent legislatures from 
granting charters to medical schools, nor can they control the 
internal administration of the institutions; but they can say 
which they are willing to approve as trustworthy, and 
whether or not they will receive into their fraternity, the 
graduates of this or that medical school. So far then, as 
membership in the National Medical Association, or its auxi- 
liaries may be advantageous to the character and standing 


26 , 








EDITORIAL. 


of the physician, and so far as its approval or rejection of the ~ 


claims of a medical school may influence its success, it can 
exercise a supervision over medical teaching. - 

Other plans have been suggested, more radical and con- 

trolling in their operation. ‘The separation of the teaching 
and licensing power, the payment of fixed salaries to the 
professors, and the institution of a national medical college, 
under the control of the association, and sustained by go- 
vernmental aid, have all been recently discussed, in aewer 
bodies. 
Phe first has been the settled plan of ~ same more 
than half a century, and us practical operation has been 
beneficial. Practitioners coming into this State, must sub- 
mit themselves to an examination of a Board.of Censors 
elected by the State Society, irrespective of a diploma, no 
matter where obtained. . By. this act the profession of New 
Jersey vindicate their right to decide whe is qualified to 
enter their fraternity; and the law co-operates with them in 
giving effect to their decisions by excluding such as they 
deem incompetent. Here, after all, is the recognition of the 
true principle, and although there may be at present great 
difficulties in its general adoption, yet we cannot but admire 
the idea, and recommend its adoption where the medical or- 
ganization of the State is. sufficiently perfect—and where 
favorable legislation can be procured, 

We observe that this plan of separating the teaching from 
the liceusing power, has been recently brought before the 
New York Academy of Medicine, by the venerable Dr. 
Manley, in a series of resolutions affirming its necessity, and 
urging its consideration upon the approaching meeting of the 
National Association to be held in Boston, and from the 
favor with which the proposition is still entertained by many 
enlightened physicians, it is not improbable that it will meet 
with a strong support in that body. 

The plan of affixing salaries to the Professots of- Medical 
Colleges, with a view of arresting the evils of competition, 
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1s, We believe, a favorite idea with Dr. Stevens, of New 
York, the eminent President of the National Association, 
though we are ignorant of the method, by which it is pro- 
posed to carry such an idea into effect, If Dr. Stevens has 
matured a plan, it will probably also be brought before the 
association and meet with due consideration. 

The project of establishing a National Medical Schoo!, 
under the patronage of the general government, which shall 
embrace all the reforms aimed at by the friends of an im- 
proved system, and shall be a model institution, alike eredi- 
table to our age and country, certainly affords. a pleasing 
prospect ; while to fix satisfactorily the details of the plan 
and to believe in the probability of carrying it out when ma- 
tured, requires a@ streich of faith which we fear, few, even of 
the most sanguine possess. 

We observe, however, that the intelligent editor of the 
Buffalo Medical Journal, in a recent editorial on this subject, 
advocates the plan with considerable earnestness, and is so 
hopeful and even confident of its practicability, that he 
seems almost to persuade us to try. . “ To effect it,’ says he, 
“the profession have only to resolve that it may, and shall 
be done.’’ But alas, what can we expect, or what have we 
ever gained from legislation? The fact of any project which 
may be submitted to Congress, being truly national, philan- 
thropic, and in the highest degree useful, is not sufficient to 
commend itto the favorable regard of legislators. There 
are so. many diverse interests to be reconciled, such a mul- 
tiplicity of subjects which absorb the attention of physicians 
nore strictly personal and political, that but little hope can 
be entertained of engaging them in disinterested efforts, for 

the advancement of medical knowledge. Physicians have 
no favors. to dispense, and their influence upon public men 
and measures is lnnited, however highly individuals amongst 
them may be esteemed, for their private and professional 
worth. 
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Still we have no objection that an effort should be made 
to organize an institution which shall represent the ideal of 
a good medical school, and shall afford an opportunity for 
an extended and thorough medical education, to be under 
the contro! of the National Association, provided a plan could 
be agreed upon which should meet the approval of that body. 

We have thus presented the several propositions, which 
have been recently announced, to meet this difficult and em- 
barrassing question; there may be other methods more ef- 
fectual or practicabie, which may be submitted for conside- 
ration at the ensuing meeting at Boston. The subject of the 
degrading competition in medical teaching, and of the mani- 
fold evils growing out of it, must be considered and a reme- 
dy applied, so far as it is in the power of the profession in 
their collective capacity to act. That the assembled wisdom 
of this numerous and intelligent body of men, may be ade- 
quate to the exigencies of the case, and may rescue onr noble 
science, from the degradation to which it is exposed, from 
the influence of a mercenary spirit, must be the sincere de- 
sire of every conscientious physician. 





PSEUDO-MEMBRANOUS LARYNGITIS IN A PREGNANT 
FEMALE. 

Some three months since we were called to visit a young 
married female who was lAboring under what was supposed 
at the time to be a case of bastard croup, or the laryngisi- 
mus stridulous of Good. She had recently lost her husband, 
was desponding and nervous, and looking forward to her 
accouchment with much anxiety. Her breathing was quick 
and laborious, her pulse excited, her voice reduced to a 
whisper, her nervous system greatly deranged. Supposing 
her disease to be dependent entirely upon a spasm of the 
glottis, she was treated with nervous stimulants, as assafir- 
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tida, musk. &c., after free catharisis with a mecurial pill and 
thubarb. Fomentations were applied to the throat with a 
view of relaxing the spasm, and we left her, confidently ex- 
pecting to find her better in a few hours. At our next visit 
her symptoms seemed more alarming, there was no relief to 
the breathing, the pulse was more rapid, the skin was hot, 
and fever was evidently present. The medicines which she 
had formerly taken were now discontinued ; and it was deter- 
mined to make a mercurial impression upon the system, feel- 
ing confident that the case was one of membranous croup— 
for although we had never seen a case of the kind in an 
adult, the peculiar characteristics of the disease became very 
evident. Two grains of calomel were administered every 
two hours, and continued until the gums became slightly sore. 
Assafeetida injections with laudanum were administered to 
calm the restlessness of the patient, who had become exceed- 
ingly alarmed and agitated. We were afraid to administer 
emetics on account of the danger of producing miscarriage, 
as our patient was in the sixth month of pregnancy. Up to 
the period when the gums became affected, she breathed 
as if througha quill. Now, there was a slight rattling in the 
windpipe, the breathing became more convulsive ; the pa- 
tient asked to be raised in bed, was in constant fear of 
strangling, said she felt something like a worm in her throat, 
—and we determined to administer an emetic. To this she 
objected, saying she felt as if she would vomit without it. 
In a few minutes more, she discharged a false membrane 
about an inch in length, tough and leathery to the feel, and 
tubular in shape. She was much relieved of oppression, 
breathed more quietly, but not naturally. Soon after she 
threw off another small piece of membrane of the same con- 
sistence and appearance as the former. From this time she 
recovered rapidly, and has within a few days been delivered 
of a healthy female child. 
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THE ENSUING ANNUAL MEETING. 


We have recieved a letter from the ‘President of the New 
Jetsey Medical Society, requesting tis to remind the dele- 
gates to the ensuing annual meeting, of the impottance of 
being early at New Brunswick in ‘order to accomplish the 
necessary business of the society during the day. The trains 
of cars leave Philadelphia and “New York at an early hout 
in the morning, (six o’clock, we believe,) and if delegates who 
are to reach New Brunswick by railroad will take the earli- 
est line, there will be no difficulty in organizing the society 
at 10 o’clock. We think this important, as subjects of un- 
usual interest will claim the attention of members. The 
proposition from Salem to return to the old system of examin- 
ing candidates for license, embraces an entire revolution in 
the present policy of the society, and it is important ‘that 
every delegate should be at his post in good season. Other 
subjects of equal interest to the welfare of the society, and 
of the profession, will be presented, and we trust the sug- 
gestion of the President will ‘be remembered and ‘adopted. 
We have long thought that the short time alloted to the an- 
nual meeting, and the great amount of business which ne- 
cessarily claims its action, has a tendency to impair its use- 
fulness, and we cannot but hope that the attendance of the 
delegates at the ensuing meeting will be prompt and punetual. 





CAMPHORATED CHLOROFORM LINIMENT. 


A communication from the London Lancet, published in 
the Eclectic department of our last number, gives a formula 
for preparing a mixture of Chloroferm and Camphor, held 
in solution by the yolk of an egg; thus procuring a very 
elegant preparation by which.a larger dose of camphor can 
be administered, than by any other known method, We 
liave tried this remedy in several instances, and have found 
it to‘aflord relief in an obstinate case of flatulent colic, and 
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in several cases of Dysmenorrhea. In the latter complaint we 
believe it to be a valuable remedial agent: and we refer to the 
fact of the powerful solvent properties of chloroform, to intro- 
duce to the notice of our readers, a liniment that has been 
prepared by Wm. B. Price, an enterprising druggist of this 
city, where olive oil is used as the vehicle of the compound of 
camphor and chloroform, instead of the egg, as mentioned 
in the communication referred to. The officinal Linimen- 
tum Camphore of the U. S. Dispensatory contains half an 
ounce of camphor to two fluid ounces of olive oil, but it has 
been ascertained by the gentleman referred to, that by the 
aid of chloroform a much larger quantity of camphor may 
be held in solution, thus increasing greatly the strength of 
the compound. As three drachms of camphor are perfectly 
soluble in one fluid drachm of chloroform it is clear that the 
strength of the officinal liniment may be greatly increased by 
the.use.of the latter solvent. The present formula gives us 
half an ounce of camphor to two fluid ounces.of oil; by 
dissolving the camphor in chloroform, it may be increased 


in weight to one ounce and a half, and will be held in solu- 
tion by the same quantity of oil, with the addition of two 
fluid drachms of chloroform, to give an anesthetic property 
to the liniment. We have used this liniment in a few cases 
of locat pain from neuralgia and rheumatism with good ef- 
fect. Our patients speak of it asa soothing and pleasant 
remedy ;—it is worth a trial. 





EDITORIAL CHANGES. 


Professor R. M. Huston has withdrawn from the editorial 
charge.of the “ Medical Examiner,’”’ and -is sucaseded by 
Drs. Francis G. Smith and David H. Tucker. 

The editorial department of the “Western Journal of 
Medicine and Surgery,” has been relinquished by Drs, Drake 
and Colescatt in favor of Professor Gaudell. 
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The New Orleans Medical and Surgical Journal has 
passed from the hands of Professor Harrison, and is now 
under the control of A. Hester, M. D. 

The Missouri and St. Louis Medical and Surgical Jour- 
nals have been united, and the new Journal is edited by Pro- 
fessors Linton, Moore, McPheeters and McDowell. . 


_ VALEDICTORIES, 
The usual variety of valedictories has been received, but 
their number, and the variety of subjects embraced in them, 
prevents any further notice than a mere acknowledgment. 





HOSPITAL REPORTS. _ 
The usual report of the Massachusetts General Hospital, 
has been received, with the report of the Pennsylvania Hos- 


pital, and our own Asylum; but our usual acceptances in 
this department have not yet reached us. 





of soda, or half a drachm of potash to a drachm of the zit 
or a proportionate y of soap, which contains 
from six to ten per cent of the alkali. . 





~~ — See 


Seeke © 2 me < oO) Drei oe! eH ee Oe 


Sm > Oo O22" 





snkdiensThacapedhien and | 
W. Mears, Obstetrics and Donneet Women and Children ; 


Dr. R. Curran, Pathology and Physiology. 
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forts. His report to the Legislature on Guallie, has also 
been received. 


Professor C. J. B. Williams has announced that after the 
ipeeniete he will retire from the University College. 
Aouneer that the ill-advised course toward Professor 
Syme, of burgh, will result in the prostration of the re- 
nowned University. . 
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If the vomiting which occurs from the. 
medicime, ceases after a continuance 
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BENNETT, ON; PNEUMONIA. 


1 prefer, even in this case, the 
cathartic medicines, and 


canvitated byt to, 
dieachonay is often difficult. toobtain an: emetic effect, and 
we thus lose-an important auxiliary, in the treatment, which 
to. a. certain, extent, the want, of aepeatomtion 
whieh is almost. universal inchildven. =.) o) joo blie: 
. The method which I have tried, of exhibi 
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rs, in those cases which ment manera ho 
bility to avoid the exhibition of emetic tartar altogether and 
substitute simple refrigerant drinks, thus falling back. upon 
a mere expectant treatment, rather than irritate my patient 
by more powerful means. The pneumonia and bronchitis 
of summer and the early fall months, if unattended with 
complications, are much less dangerous and run their course 
more rapidly than in the winter season, and this should form 

a strong reason for proscribing any medication which may 

ieelee other organs and superadd a phlegmasia which will 
increase the danger of the patient. 
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Certain epidemic constitutions prohibit the use of antimony. 
te ne ee ee “kind. M 

ring the last spring, soon after the decline epidemic 
erysipelatous fever which prevailed in this town, I had occa- , 
sion to treat several cases of ia among children, in 
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REMINISCENCES OF OUR FATHERS... 
Memorial from the College of Physicians of Philadelphia 
to —Deleterious effects of Distilled Spirits on 

the Human System. ms 


Communicated to the Senate December 29, 1790. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

States, the memorial of the College of Physicians in the city 
iladelphia respectfully showeth : Pf ataispetat 

That they have seen with great pleasure, the operation of 

a National Government, which has established order in our 
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behind, so that we set out with» a cleaw bill:of ‘health. | So- 
Ina, the capital of the’ state of Mexico, forty miles from:the 
City of Mexico, is situated! in the-midst of .a most beautiful 


valley, environed by nities, — 
town is the Nevada'de Solueay a mountain 2000 feet above 
the valley terminating im five snow-capped peaks whichven- 
close a laire, Sevjecoonbeh of which is a monastery. ~The 
centre =—S “* Lake: oe tee 
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pneumonia; bronchitis and rrenmatisms,as there: were no 
. fire+places, in «the houses which our troops oceupied, they 
were more}or less cold and damp, especially in wet-weather ; 
the floors are esa oem _ the: rooms Conroy sone 
oo This was theo tara or the. cases 
as which were verymutmerous titivall the regiments. 
kt was remarkable that this discasey in nedriy ali the cases, 
was confined to thexface and head. vslight 
cuts or scratches frequently gave rise te 
mation: odianthtndaihablanaedianet suffer, we natu comma 
posed that it may have been theveffect of this tem- 
perature or the dampness of the barracks, upom-eur soldiers 
who had _ rane months in the warm and equable tem- 
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tended ia front only, and as far as the eye-brows where it 
was checked. The patient recovered in ten or twelve days. 
dg Apt phe lbenno dere mg 
——, in consequence of a 0 a 
set Eumuds Same ee woe oleae 

August, con w 
pr nearly one half the glans penis. Soon after the 
of our army into the capital and having been on duty during 
the engagements, without taking proper care of himself, he 
was attacked with violent hemorrhage from the ulcers, which 
at ofie time rendered his recovery doubtful. Previous to my 
being sent for, however, he entirely recovered his health, 
and the chancres no longer required other than simple dress- 
ings. On the 24th, we rode out together some three miles 
to see a division drill and the same night he indulged inva 
debauch. Though generally regular in bis habits, he had 
fora few days been living rather freely. On visiting bim, I 
fendi “he liad lost about two ounces of blood and 
a oolaet wat kik cat bout’ tha not yet hedled. 


tie with lint and bound the rp 
hy the my a general tremor - th 


rhe are mer of anxious fear on his 
gue cm oh retired he had been restless and 
unable to a Perfect rest in bed and a pill containing 
twog m and camphor were p 


26th. Restless a areunide oe pew eve 
sleep, increasing tremor of tongue. 
two ounces of brandy, and eighty drops tr. op. com na with 
water. About 11 o’clock he became aie wild 
and delirious; could not be kept in bed, but was constant! 
wanderimg about and seeing imaginary objects. Atéo’elook 
this meets a found him up, dressed and in the act of shav- 
po had left half unfinished, and upon asking him 
~ he did not wait until later, said “he was o to 
ea report of the battle which had been. last 
night.” He was persuaded to go to bed, however. 
was moist, and coated yellow. Pulse 120,quick. . As there 
was a great deal of nervous exhaustion and tremor, the fol- 
ey was ordered: R. tr. op. 02, ss. carb. ‘anmmonia; gr. 


re et brandy aa. oz. ij.,a tablespoonfal ever 
ro hous te ot aid dickens penis wag aeneotiy ine eo 


Tth. : | aA of the oe susseet hnedyens 
srr Hs ulna apt me night in a most fear- 


fully excited state, “coristanitly nines thd Coniiaohng as if 


29 
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in battle. In addition to what was prescribed in the morn- 
ing he took a drachm of yearn: oe hour from 8 o’elock 
until midnight, without predueing the slightest quietude uytil 
6 this morning, when he s-emd disposed to sleep, and I leit 
him to attend to my morning duties. At 7 o’clotk he was 


no effect, 1 bad hie ine rubbed Lr Risen Ae 
steady application o mea wo hours and a hi 
his ski t grow warms he opened e ‘and 
his ein, bozo i , as. if to remove the mustard. — 
_March Ist. He has slowly improved since last date, and 


mormng an j 

wipe eft wa wer ieeere nia with 

lied, also on the, left natis, which were ain 

the. nit. argent. sol... pa ay aa chieken- 
soup have been contin if “i J9Sii0% he OF OMe 
2d. Erysipelas has spread over the foot and ankle, wh 
are swollen, painfal, tense and. shining ; that on; the na 

has extended to the groif and it has appeared on the fore- 






head and temples... ., Minis. bis .ebrisid }6 290000-0% 
Sd. Rather restless and Pocemagns (Pgh disposed to 
wander in mind; this morning rational ; ate a 


steak and drank some,coffee, Erysipelas sill extending, 
perticularly on the face, be. as titidinwe) boon tisl) 
pth, Passed a ortable | i nd. a fesid et better 
this morning ; complains. of deafness, the result the, 
doses of quinine which he-had taken ;. erysipelas on the fe 
is fading ; the whole left, lower \extremity from the hip to 
the toe is involved; continued sol, nit. argent, to leg. “Qui 
>: gt. — 4 h., chicken-soup and brandy-toddy, ano- 
es at D omit ‘i ‘ oF Tote , 
note Mind feeble aridinacned ay gts ies; 
symptoms amprov ; erysipelas Tt aS $ su 
the leg and foot are in the same ition, but @ 
tons and numerous vesicles cover. 
were yesterday enveloped ina oultic 
relief to the burning heat. Continue treatment. 
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loth. Foot and jeg are much better, a spot about the size 
of a dollar on the dorsum of the foot has sloughea. | Bread 
and beer poultices have been applied with a continuance of 
the same course of medicines and diet... He is so much im- 
proved, that I determined to carry him to the city of Mexico 
jana ED GE. wermerers priority ofa i 
day. He bore his removal well, and- 
hone for a long time he was fully persuaded 
sions were real. During his convalescence the ulcers on 
the penis entirely healed, but numerous’ small abscess¢s 
formed beneath anion the eyelids, hips, elvows, scalp and 
elsewhere. He is now fully recovered, coger igh 
lameness. ru 

I have related the history of this case as briefly sedsioald, 
endeavoring to bring out only the most important events 
from the very copious notes whieh I'tool: at the time, but I 
could not in;from ‘entering somewhat more fally into 
the details.of a case which proved so interesting and ‘instruc- 
tive to me, and hope it may be somewhatso to others, The 
obstinacy with which the nervous system, under some ‘dis- 
eases, will resist the sedative effect of opium) is wellexem- 
plified, as well.as the energetic means which we: are 


occurs among een in or: in, pe 
th ate Fe ay te seals ase 
which is universally acknowl! inion productive of 
viz. & eHGOREE 4 in piles eine Kipripest onex- 


1a poifio 


wont 
ads the blood. meri ak = vital,, forces 
will induce it, hence we have it arising spontaneously i in the 
crowded wards of civil and military hospitals, in prisons, on 
ship-board, in low, damp situations and among those suffer- 
ing from depressing affections of the mind. 
Being aware of these facts, it seems strange that some 
practitioners have been led so far away by preconceived 
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ideas of its strictly fy 0 Soar Pec er 


and i 
of treatment, and the avoidance of bidod-letting; aud of 
= adie epee Drs. Fees, Wels eter 
mong its supporters are 

rnc sos of. To amBlwia 4 
most extensive op its 
fects. At the wt hem ahtiae ete the ow 
apparently highly inflammatory, with active deliriumy we 
are strongly inclined to suspect cerebral’complication, and 
use the lancet; but meningitis and cerebritis are, I believe, 
rare complications, aud. blood-letting seldom or never called 
for. During the last three Dhave 


‘probably attended — 
forty cases, in notone of w has the lancet.been mdicated. 


‘On the contrary, a steady perseverance in the stimulating 
sith nls cotune, hatuustaeets the searmienatny seenierta 
a practice and that of our army with whom 

we conversed. renfPares wp sewrentruty mena 






cere ‘he 
ee eee Oe eee 


Were on fire,’’ as 
_ As will be seen from 


tion, lam wen prodienbhr ‘Tts : 
=: cure 


- 2 
ae eo 
cm ‘* f - ts 


aeccopece 
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NEEDLE FOUND IN THE ‘HEART AFTER DEATH. 239 


in the Heart after Death. Reported by Joh 
cnet Di, Demonstrator of Anatomy in the Uni 
versity af Pennsyleania. 


, igbiann she destin of a black mle aabjer, brought into 
1 room about the 


iar A it i Savile of 

the. after injec- 

oat be ee ne of 
oan removed the heart ion toue 


: wit HO” tf 


th ca of te Fn bi 
umne carnee ; PB eto in 
sch wetae's Samestinon eles 


aie corowrre 
projected ra qarer of an inch into the cavity 
of left ventricle. 


In the summary of the American Medical Journal, a case 
is copied from the Archives Generales, 1842, in which a 
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soldier introduced two needles into. his heart, and. was 
brought screaming into the } St. ree 
had a hard, quick pulse ; 


oath distressi ughy and “ana 
tas be rt; in  ntubeaotl Gaebaae’ te died ; an and pe 
after death, it wasidiscoveted that mae Oat 
throngh the heart, and or the caret 
fung, where they were found un 
track was easily 


In the Annalist for’ Noval eeewe ee 
a case of attempted suicide. “A man ‘imto 
his heart, expecting instant death, 
miral Villeneuve, after the battle | 


inted in the immediate’ effect, he to 
er which also failed ; ide aie 






nd ypuenae . 
ion al bore jenna ee = 
being attended w 
puheture made in Ate ic ’ needle,’ 


throagh the int 2s, until h «could 
sed the heart pu pa hy ow | « With the 
aid of a pair of foreepel D anesuened id it'was 
followed with a forcible stream of blood:’” '™ He cot 
té improve up to er sixth day, when he was at i 
tic pains, and inability to: ; and’ died 
day after the*teedle was taken fron 
nortem.—* On ng into the left ventti 
¢ needle entered the cavity; there’ was @ Scie eth. 










cle, which contained ‘pusi’” Mi 10 ao 






Nore.—! iearn, thowgh the politeness of phy- 
sician to the ah lane ing prison, that coats \pa- 
mitted May bith, » in ingen feeble 


to work for tapi before om 
ony ie venience bolt pe a 


,he had severe cough, with some slight constt 
i ea ing, ‘afid obeaitional Th 


though never very urgent, riches ; 
never delirious, and able to: er questions 
never spoke of having an ds 
never manifested avy suicidal teri ~ Med. 


sac, about the size of a ped, formed‘in’ the left vente? 
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UNZICKER ON TYING THE UMBILICAL CORD. 241 


Advantage of Tying the Umbilical Cord before Deliverin 
ee Turning. By Jd 8. Unsicker; MD. 


L was it.for by a mid wile to. see, rs, A=—+, d 34 
simak ae with ne mo ta 6 ! sie the 
i liat nehth continu at T terva 8, Wi pre- 
sen of the visut the liquor amnii having 

at ey o'clock that morning. I concluded at 

onee to turn.according to Dr. Wehn’s,method. . Placing the 

woman, therefore, in the knee and elbow position, the actual 

re pains ceased, but after introducing the hand, although 

was more easily fonnd than in turning after the oid 

cs difficulty existed in turning on account of 

ay firmly contracted around the child, and not 

r amnii present;, but by careful manipula- 

L, at last in overcomin this:tonie contraction 
uterus, and brought down the. 

woman | tie then placed. ‘on, her back again, the 

, and as soon ag, the came 


; a0 50m time, 
srargeg Mags have had pet short. time, in 


od with success, and | 
ure. h of children may, be saved, by | 
ble discovery of  Wehn’s, which before were sacri- 
partial compression of the nore and saneeaient 
venous. Aicoetnineiag Western rannet- 





wc 
DEATH FROM CHLOROFORM. 


ul & onl : bila. = ss 

A coroner’s inquest was. held in, New, York, on the 20th. 
of January, on the body of a seaman, thirty-one years of age, 
who came to his death the previous day by the effects of 
chloroform, while ae an pepe in the New York 


\ his, € ah) Rte 
He eck, the attending , : » Sle 
an on or about the 3 o ge me ised pe 
chloroform should be administered to the or 
of examining the condition of the oikeaysial its 
oil a ch astate of excessive irritability as y to 
admit of a separation of the nates.” The patient recovered 
from the effects’ of the chloroform, and remained in all 
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respects 10 the same condition as before its use. »Ou the 
19th of Januaty, the deceased in a sound condition, 


except the local ailments spoken of, and he 
complained of either his nea ae! chest, and not rg 


fered from the first administration of 
it to be administered to him ‘for cet ryan? 
an operation upon the rectum, and the operation of 


cision to remove a caused by the chancres* the 
patient soon ocala a by ia ch yelcorta a analy 
the case, but not be} © degre which | heve often ob 


served. At Po ities ever fay eteatinit wae tres BY Oy 
assistant calling for a wet cloth. On examining 
I found where pm oP 6 Wet age base ara 
eyes tumid, the p imperceptible at the wrist, and 

whole body relaxed; aftertwo or three he ‘to 


breathe ; every means were promptly the’ 
deceased, but without effect: Soe 


a patient without’ any’ unfavorable ect 0 

utes elapsed from the 

before death took plate, On makin 

nation twen -four/hours after ° 

livid than re death; on 

— membranes reontPapet 
dying ‘when in fall 


quantity of bloody serum; the heart was vite vent 
cles and auricles were empty ; ; its condition flabby ; the sub- 
stance of the left ventricle rather softer than natural ; about 
half an ounce of a watery fiuid was fonnd in the pericardi- 

; the viscera of the abdomen were healthy. — Western 








ournal of Medicine and Surgery. " man ee 
tH f hi Ln 10 

7 . L a Oi 1 offw 
HOTO! no 
Case of Cdematous ti Death ing 
ye the R. I, , L. 

it 


Co ie on wctidn indo 
‘Gathasive ete Irish, set about. 90, of robust an 

tionyarrived in Boston. Smo, 10th, 1848, and. game .to. 

city the following day. She was attacked with, ship.fever,. 

and admitted to the City Hospital on the, L9thy where she 
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ina | — On the morning of 
a ly 

about t made no complaint 
when she experienced a difficulty in breath- 


to inerease until’ i 


i ‘ 
pre fs 
« +* oF le * 
‘LIOT?T! 2 


facttte of that side. ‘There was pus i 
a patt of it had been discharged throu: 
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Having met with some cases of Encysted Tumours of the 
which presented, ernie ney in diagnosis, than 

is by writers on diseases of females, to exist, and hav- 
derived the goes ire satisfaction from a peculiar method 
parma 1 am induced to lay the par- 
of the following case ee eee the profession, in-line. 


pon nor was it pipet: ings ey ew Gane elling, 
or redness. It had gradually increased, and had 
ited er siting down, except with the 
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ENCYSTED TUMOUR OF THE LABIUM. 


ughing, an 

was given to the tumour when it lay in its usual 
but when it was lifted up, it did not receive any. On per- 
cussion, it yielded a dull sound. All attempts at making it 
enter the abdominal cavity completely failed. No u- 
larity was fioticed on its surface ; no rumbling heard at 
time, nor was there the least change prod by the vaty- 
ing conditions of the bowels ; when constipated, the timour 
wasas soft and as stnal! as when they were relaxed. 

March 20.—Ani exploratory puncture was made, and 
matter of a dark olive color, devoid of odor, escaped. 
opening was en! , and a tumbler full of thick fluid flowed 
out, which was of a creamy consistence, and oh mic¢roscopic 
examination, was found to be composed of decor 


veyed one peed, 


of lint. 


the size of the tumour, its shape, 
rent connexion with the in 


ing open the cyst. 
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It is true, that for one case which will present apy difli- 
culty in diagnosis, we may meet with a dozen where no 
-Such obscurity exists, yet the occasional occurrence of 
such cases, tle practitioner should. examine all, with care, 
before attempting a cure—for it is ye that though the 
differentia! diagnosis between inguinal tumors and hernia in 
the male, is insisted upon with great force by all 
these subjects, yet, in works especially devoted to diseases 
of women, little attention is paid to the matter. But it ~ 
more especially with the view of illustrating a method of 
treatment, which I have found othe pa successful, and 


the. a. ep See Sees as to bring the walls of 
the cyst into close opposition. The of treatment which I 
have emplo pd ape apy been tocauterize with 
nit. of sil., the lining membrane of the cyst, so as to cause ad- 
hesive inflammation, and this process have found to be so 
readily excited by the caustic, that I have never been obliged 
to repeat it a second time. In some instances I have 
touched the granulations, occasionally, the progress 
of the cure, for the purpose of 
sac; and these were instances where I 
trate of silver had acted, not by ae adhesive inflam- 
mation, but by effecting a change in the functions of the 
membrane, in consequence of which, it threw out granula- 
tions, iustead of secreting, as formerly, a a peculiar fluid. In 
every case in which I have used the nitrate. of silver in this 


manner, a speedy cure has followed, unattended by any bad — 


eanpequenes, and ig rip tow not ary Aarnee in the 
Majority of instances, any mere 

ture of the cyst has. been aeanel tines we reflect. for 
a moment upon the difliculty of dissecting out a cyst even 
of moderate size, and upon the excessive pain the patient 
must endure, both in this operation and in the second and 


: bility, of ~ tn 
it.will be an that the dee propose, is un- 
attended with any of these inconveniences; and if it should 
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ENCYSTED TUMOUR OF THE LABIUM. 247 


prove in the hands of others, as successful as it has done in 
mine, and [ have little doubt but it will—it must be consi- 
dered a plan of treatment preferable to any recommended 
for.the cure of this disease. 

The method of preparing the caustic may not be known 
to some of my readers, and I shall therefore make no apolo- 
gy for describing it :—A large-sized probe should be dipped 
in caustic, which has been rend fluid by melting in a 
watch-glass, over a spirit-lamp or wax candle, until there 
is a complete coating of the caustic.on the probe. When 
this cools, we have the nitrate of silver, in a form well suited 

and into a og 


to which it must be applied. 
This method of destroying cysts, I have been in the habit 
in other diseases, as in the encysted tumours 

of the eye-lids, and in sebaceous encysted t 3 


Hie 
hi 


E> 
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og mEEee 
fH peshs 


i i Journal 

Mr. Wilde ; but the paper in which he 
was submitted to myself as Editor of that 
its management fell into his hands ; i 
to the matter, he attributed the disco 
from whom he had learned it. 


ut 








yom 
to "Mr. Morgan cadatet, a hence, the origin 
of “Mr. Wilde’s method of applying caustic.” 
American Journal. 





Remarkable case of Disease, attended with 
ofthe Stomach.—(Lon. Med. Gaz.)—By Sthere Owen, 
.» Surgeon, Aylesbury, Bucks. 


On the 31st of August, I was called in to see a servant 
maid,in a lady’s family, of a pale, pasty countenance, wi 
spare habit, said to be thirty years of age, although 
tently ten years at least older. She of most 
vere pain over the entire surface of the which 
commenced five days previously, with an uneasiness 
Gaitaypogunrie vegitartening which Unibahe habe 
plete obstruction in the bowels. Upon placing my 
over the hypogastric region, I came in contact with a 


Hf 
hE 
i 
re 
J 
iE 
ei 
iii: 


without any surrounding 

See eh ee nee RE te am 
ey ember ore cen 
um: it was extremely painful ‘tender, of a doughy con- 
sistency about the center, but and hard around the 
eoangin she had not observed any whatever till 
the ; 


during this time. Leeches and warm poultices were applied 
to the part, which seemed somewhat to relieve the pain, and 
my attention was then more particularly directed towards 
removing the constipation ; but notwithstanding the employ- 
ment of all the means known or practised in such cases, four 
days elapsed without the least success. ne. 
i to 
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pe ene a at eR Sa first of 
a 


the evacuation ; the appetite became g nd her stre 
seemed to return so much, that on the 23d. of , 


seess, A lancet was put into i 
bloody serum,” as if a cyst had 
for a few minutes. Mr. Stowe 
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’ How she lived so long, and ate food till within a week, is 
matter of surprise. She used to say, “ her food went down 
lower than it should do,’ which was true enough, for the 
stomach was vertical and not transverse. And another 
matter of wonder is, that supposing the girl’s statement to 
have been true, that she had not in any way ailed before the 
five days previous to me in (on the 3ist August,) that 
such a state of things could possibly ct ter 
three months from the first appearance of any swelling to the 
termination of death.— Western Lancet. 





On the removal of the bitter taste of Sulphate of Mag- 
nesia.—It has long been a desideratum to remove the bitter 
taste of that valuable purgative salt, the sulphate of magne- 


sia. After a number of trials I have at last succeeded in ef- 
fecting this by the simultaneous administration of tannin or 


coffee ; the former, however, is an active agent. 14 gr. of 


tannin, when boiled for three minutes with an ounce of the 


Take of sulphate of magnesia, 1 oz. 
Powder of roasted coffee, 24 drms. 


It should be that the infusion is not capable of 
removing the bitterness, nor will the addition of the salt to 
the filtered decoction answer the 


of tannin.—American Journal, 
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